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THE L.C.C. AND GREATER LONDON 


JN our issue of August 11 we referred to the recommendations 

adopted by the London County Council on August 1, and 
drew particular attention to the one which opposed the proposal 
of the London Planning Administration Committee that some 
kind of regional authority—possessing executive powers of 
direction and finance, as well as of control and supervision— 
must be established for the area covered by the Greater London 
The chief reason advanced against the creation of an 
executive regional awthority was that it would involve the 


“THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


dislocation of the present arrangements for the preparation of 
development plans by mid-1951. 

The L.C.C. in effect states that the major problem is not one 
of authorities but of making positive progress in achieving the 
physical decentralisation of industry and population. The 
principal suggestions they put forward towards solving this 
major problem are: (a) the immediate necessity to devise 
adequate joint machinery to ensure that authorities from whose 
areas decentralisation ought to take place secure a proper share 
in the allocation of industry and the settling of exported popula- 
tions from those areas in the new towns and the expanded 
towns ; (b) since transfer of population and industry involves 
serious financial problems for the separate rating authorities 





ARTICLES 


AMSTERDAM, 1901-50 : By H. 
Dennis Jones = 
TOWN PLANNING elie 
ScHooL : Syllabus 
CORRESPONDENCE 
R.1L.B.A. : Notes from Council 
Minutes a 
M6 OIE BUILDING IN 1949 : 
M.O.W. Annual Report . 
LocaL AUTHORITY Nasties : 
Progress in June : 
LAND FOR THE ARMED ForCES: 
Government Decisions 
New INVENTIONS: Some 
Useful Devices - 
METROPOLITAN PoLice Hous- 
ING: Help Sought “— 
Local Authorities .. ; 
BUILDING MATERIALS: Price 
Index Rise During June.. 
TIMBER PRODUCTION IN 


U.S.A: Forestry ee 
Study Tour.. 


PAGE 





PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 


SELLING Houses By INSTAL- 


MENTS: A New Zealand 
Scheme Fe an 
LONDON GOVERNMENT ACT, 


1950: Loan Sanctions .. 


New ComPANIES REGISTERED 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


SOMEBUILDINGS IN AMSTERDAM 2 


PRESTWICH BUTTERSTILE LANE 


JUNIOR AND INFANTS’ 
SCHOOL FoR Lancs C.C.: 
G. Noel Hill, F.R.[.B.A., 


M.T.P.I., County Architect 


ORRELL LAMBERHEAD GREEN 
INFANTS’ SCHOOL FOR LANCS 
C:€.;: G. Noel Hill, 
F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.L., 
County Architect .. % 


Laps’ CLUB, KING-STREET, 
NorwicH: E. R. Crane, 
D.S.C., F.R.1.B.A., Archi- 
tect ; 


PAGE 


231 
231 


219 








Architect, are illustrated. 


THE PASS LIST of the Final Examinations of the Royal Institute 
of British Architeets has been published. p. 


THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE FORTHCOMING XXth INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
of the International Federation for Housing and Town Planning, 
to be held in Amsterdam from August 27—September 2, makes 
of special interest an article, by Mr. H. Dennis Jones, on town- 
planning developments in Amsterdam between 1900 and 1950. 


p. 
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TWO SCHOOLS, recently completed for Lancashire County 
Council to designs by Mr. G. Noel Hill, on County 


p. 215-8 


222 


THE ANNUAL REPORT of the Ministry of Works for 1949 
has been published. Extracts from this give an index to the 
wide range of the Ministry’s activities. During the year under 
review building and civil engineering work to a value of £1,256 
million was carried out. This compared with £1,181 million 
in 1948. p. 223 


THE DEATH has taken place of Major R. Hardy Syms, formerly 
technical adviser to the Greater London Regional Planning 
Committee. pe Zaz 


PROGRESS MADE TO JUNE by local authorities in work of 
rehousing is noted in a return now published by the Ministry 
of Health. Birmingham built the most houses (13,119) with 
Bristol (10,464) as runner-up. Ilford headed the boroughs, 
with 2,719; Woolwich the metropolitan boroughs (2,906); 
Hornchurch the urban districts (2,655) and Chesterfield the rural 
districts figures. The best result per head of population was 
obtained by Canterbury, which built one new house for every 
30 of its population. p. 228 


PLANS for the building of 340 sets of police quarters in 1950 and 
for 500 sets annually up to an estimated total of 2,000 sets are 
referred to in the report for 1949 of the Commissioner of Police 
for the Metropolis. Reference is made to the fact that “ in 
genera! local authorities in the Metropolitan Police District 
continue to hold aloof’ from the proposals made that a pro- 
portion of new houses as completed should be made available 
to police officers. p. 229 


FOUR BRITISH TIMBER EXPERTS have joined specialists 
from 14 Marshall Plan countries on a six weeks’ study tour 


of American timber production, processing and marketing. 
p. 230 


THE LONDON GOVERNMENT ACT, 1950, which comes into 
force on October 1 next, transfers to the Minister of Health 
the loan sanctioning powers of the London County Council 
under Section 124 of the 1939 Act. As from that date the 
Minister will be the sanctioning authority for borrowing by 
metropolitan borough councils for all purposes. p. 231 
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concerned, the Central Land Board should provide grants to 
these authorities from the development charges collected 
(presumably) within their areas. (N.B.—The view appears,to be 
held that with such additional financial help and by closer and 
more frequent collaboration between the Minister’s regional 
planning staff and the Local Planning Authorities, these 
authorities would be able to adjust their plans and programmes 
sufficiently to enable the Greater London, the County, and City 
Plans to be implemented.) 

It will be noted that although the L.C.C. consider the setting 
up of an executive Regional Authority would dislocate the 
preparation of development plans, they refer to the immediate 
necessity to devise joint machinery to co-ordinate the activities 
of exporting and receiving authorities. They again pay lip 
service to new towns but again defer the consideration of 
active participation in their creation ‘until precise arrange- 
ments for the acceptance of nominated tenants are made 
known.” 

Since the development plans now being prepared have to be 
reviewed in 1956, no one will wish to delay their completion, 
due less than a year hence. On the other hand, they must 
inevitably be somewhat unreal having regard (a) to the fact that 
—as stated in the report adopted by the L.C.C.—with the 
present restriction on capital investment it is unlikely that 
major road and railway proposals will proceed; and (db) the 
joimt machinery advocated by the L.C.C. to ensure decentralisa- 
tion has not yet been set up. 


With reference to the last mentioned consideration it is 
possible that the setting up of joint machinery would be a less 
formidable cperation than would be the creation of an executive 
regional authority. Consequently, one can perhaps accept it 
as a Step in the right direction, provided it is taken at once. It 
would have the advantage of extending its operations beyond 
the Greater London Region to receiving towns outside. Never- 
theless, the need for an executive regional authority has been 
made plain in numerous authoritative reports, during many 
years—long before the London Planning Administration 
Committee was appointed—and its ultimate constitution is 
inevitable. Therefore the sooner it is faced up to the better. 
Not as an additional hurdle between the present Planning 
Authorities and the Minister, but as the Planning Authority 
for Greater London. 


Quite apart, however, from the machinery and finance of 
local government and new towns, the fundamental issue—as 
pointed out in an earlier article, “* London versus Great Britain’’* 
—is to stop the extension of industry in Greater London. This 
issue is referred to in the recommendations which the L.C.C. 
propose to forward to the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning, and it is one to which the Government must face up, 
without delay. Are immediate considerations of export trade 
to override, without question, those of strategy and good 
living so forcibly presented by the Barlow Commission? If the 
Government’s answer is in the affirmative then decentralisation 
has no meaning because it will inevitably be overtaken by 
incoming population and Greater London will continue to suck 
the rest of the country dry. 





HOUSING AS A PRIVILEGE 


JN his report to the Home Secretary, the Commissioner of 

Police for the Metropolis (Sir Harold Scott) states that the 
net increase in strength of the regular police in London in 1949 
was 54 men. Pay and conditions of service are noted as 
possible contributory reasons for this, but the factor regarded 
as mainly responsible is lack of houses and living accommoda- 
tion. The Commissioner points out that the “ sound pre-war 
policy” of encouraging police officers to live as ordinary 
citizens among the general population rather than in the com- 
parative isolation of blocks of police quarters has gone by the 


y “F 
* The Builder, Jaly 14, 1950, page 49. 
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board, by virtue of the overall! housing shortage; he regards a 
essential that housing authorities should make a substantjqj 
contribution, supplementary to the police building programme 
by making available to police officers a proportion of new 
houses as they are completed. 

Were this course generally adopted in the London arg 
(which the report states is not the case), there is little doubt 
that police recruiting would increase; we shall not, we hope 
be taken as being inimical to the proposal if we point out that 
by seeking this concession the police are putting themselves in, 
privileged position vis-a-vis other members of the community, 
always excepting building trade workers in the New Towns and 
“star’’ professional footballers. We do not challenge the 
necessity for any of these categories of citizens, but we do ask 
the questions why the list should not be extended to include 
others—notably perhaps schoolteachers—and where the process 
is going to end? It is quite possible to envisage a situation in 
the not-too-distant future where certain employments wil] 
command a house not as an administrative convenience but as 
a perquisite and, in so far as those employments tend to be for 
the most part concerned with government, central or local, at 
public cost. 

Much might be done as a short-term policy were local 
authorities to build hostel accommodation where essential 
workers—police, social workers, teachers, etc.—who cannot find 
living accommodation to which to transfer their families could 
live during the week, returning to their own homes at the week- 
end. Noone would pretend that this would be an ideal solution, 
but at least it would do something to enable essential services 
to be carried on, whereas at present not only are the police 
undermanned throughout the Metropolis, but there are several 
districts where the staff of schools is well below strength because 
living accommodation cannot be found for the teachers. As the 
housing situation eased, these hostels could return to the general 
housing pool of the authority. 

The proper aim, however, must be a return to “ free ’’ house- 
building; already long overdue, this step obviates the dangers 
of creating further privileged classes of the community. It is 
far better that a teacher should owe his house to his own initiative 
and that the policeman should again live as an ordinary (nota 
privileged) citizen among the general population than that 
either be placed in the invidious position of having ‘* jumped the 
queue.” The implications in the Commissioner’s report, in 
fact, are reinforcement only of other cogent reasons for a return 
to “ free’? housing, among which are lower cost, better deploy- 
ment of resources and a consequent increase in housing output. 





REILLY MEDAL AND PRIZE 


As a result of subscriptions received from old students and friends 
of the late Sir Charles Reilly, ‘‘ The Reilly Medal and Prize” has 
now been established at the Liverpool School of Architecture, 
the University of Liverpool, made famous by Sir Charles Reilly, 
Roscoe Professor of Architecture there for 26 years. The medal 
and prize of £35 will be awarded annually to the Fifth (Final) 
Year student whose thesis design is considered the best, so that 
to win the medal will be the crowning achievement of a student s 
career. The medal is in bronze, and is the work of Mr. H. Wilsoa 
Parker, sculptor. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Tidying-up Bombed Sites 
EPAIRING the scars caused by bomb- 


ing raids and restoring property and open 
spaces which suffered considerably through 
wartime neglect, are huge tasks with which 
most local authorities up and down the coun- 
try have made determined attempts to grap- 
ple. The forthcoming Festival of Britain has 
acted as a spur to many of those who have 
tended to lag behind in their efforts to 
tidy and brighten their neighbourhoods, 
and it is to be hoped that all will endeavour 
to increase their activities in this direction 
between now and next spring. 

One London borough which, perhaps, 
deserves special credit for its attempts since 
the end of the war to adapt to a useful pur- 
pose or, at least, disguise in an attractive 
manner, its derelict bomb-sites, and to put 
into effect an all-round clean-up campaign, 
js that of Hornsey. 

Having taken the lead itself in checking 
deterioration and drabness, the borough 
council, feeling that the responsibility for the 
appearance and well-being of the borough 
should be shared by all the inhabitants, took 
steps to encourage residents to play their 
part by brightening up their homes and front 
gardens. In a small booklet which it has 
just issued, the council express gratitude for 
the public’s response. 


How the Public Helped. 


THE residents have made gifts of land for 
public gardens, given money for the provis- 
ion of street seats, contributed to a tree 
fund, made gifts of bulbs and: plants for 
street flower-beds and gardens, improved the 
forecourts of their churches, removed or 
lowered fences and hedges, built dwarf walls 
of good design, improved front-garden lay- 
outs, provided window boxes and flowers, 
cleaned and repainted property, etc. 

While the council has, rightly, shown its 
appreciation of all these efforts, it has, also 
quite rightly, urged their extension in the 
cause of good amenity. There is no doubt 
that those visitors from overseas who will 
be accommodated in Hornsey during the 
period of the Festival next year, will take 
away pleasant memories of their stay there. 

The same could apply to all other areas! 


Defence Against Atomic Weapons. 


ProFeEssor E. S. SHIRE, a Fellow of King’s 
College and Reader in Nuclear Physics at 
Cambridge, addressing ‘the Liberal summer 
school at Cambridge, on August 9, referred 
to defence against atomic weapons. He said 
that an ordinary air-raid shelter with 1-ft. of 
concrete and 3-ft. of earth on top of it would 
give fairly safe protection from blast and 
heat flash ‘effects, so long as it was a half 
a mile away from the explosion. He thought 
that ordinary gas masks would prove to be 
an effective protection against radioactive 
dust, and he was surprised that the Govern- 
ment pamphlet recently distributed had not 
made more of that point. 


Progress on Two Great Buildings. 


THE ACCOMPANYING SNAPSHOTS, taken a 
few days ago, show the present condition 
of two great buildings—Guildford Cathedral 
and the Royal Festival Hall on South Bank— 
the first begun about 14 years ago, the second 
about 14 months. If there is a moral to be 
drawn here we leave it to the reader. In 
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These photographs of Guildford Cathedral (Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A.) and the Royal Festival 
Hall (Mr. R. H. Matthew, A.R.I.B.A., Architect to the L.C.C., with Dr. J. L. Martin) were 


taken in the last week of July. 


any case, hearty congratulations are due to 
all concerned with the astonishing progress 
of the Festival Hall, the roof of which has 
just been completed with appropriate cele- 
brations. At Guildford Cathedral, which 
has reached the west side of crossing and 
transepts, only a handful of men are at work. 
The building of cathedrals at the best of times 
is a slow business. Under licensing condi- 
tions a snail’s pace is a fantastically high 
speed. 


Architectural Discoveries. 


SPEAKING recently at the Stogursey (Somer- 
set) annual parochial church meeting, the 
vicar said that the restoration of the south 
chapel had been completed and the whiten- 
ing of the interior of the church had empha- 
sised the beauty of the ancient stone work. 
Progress in the north transept and choir 
aisle had been slow because the great organ 
was falling to pieces and would cost £2,000 
to rebuild, a sum which they could not 
afford. A start had been made, he said, on 
roof work and on roughcasting the walls. 

Evidence had also come to light of a fifth 
apse belonging to the Norman Benedictine 
enlargement which suggested that Stogursey 
had had two triapsidal churches, one Bene- 
dictine with choir aisles, the other pre- 
Benedictine. Pieces of evidence continued 
to fit themselves together and the outline 
picture they made became more exciting 
every day; so much so that it was unlikely, 
‘he believed, to be readily accepted until fur- 
ther research had created a wider concep- 
tion than was held’at present of the advance 
of Romanesque architecture in England 
before 1066. 


(See note.) 


M.O.W. Annual Report. 


THE annual report of the Ministry of 
Works for 1949 has now been issued (Cmd. 
7995, Stationery Office, Is. 3d. net). A full 
abstract begins on page 223. 


Architects’ and Surveyors’ Golf. 


THE RESULT of the annual match between 
the R.I.B.A. Golfing Society and the R.I.C.S. 
Golfing Society, which was played at the 
New Zealand Golf Club, Byfleet, Surrey, 
on July 19, was a win for the architects by 
ten and a half matches to four and a half. 


COMING EVENT 


Friday, August 25. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION AND THE BATH ACADEMY 
or ArT.—Opening of a summer school for architects, 
sculptors and painters. Corsham Court, Wiltshire. Con- 
tinuing until September 5. 


FROM “THE BUILDER ” OF 1850 
Saturday, August 17, 1850. 


CHURCH BUILDING. — From the annual 
report of the Commissioners for Building 
New Churches, it appears that since the last 
report, twenty-one churches have been com- 
pleted, thirty-two are now building, seven- 
teen have been decided on, three plans are 
under consideration, and thirty-eight grants 
have been made for as many others to be 
erected; and besides, that five others have 
been built by private persons, and that nine 
more of same class are in progress. The total 
cost of the thirty-two churches now building 
will be above 97,000 / or rather more than 
3,000 / for each, which, as the average of the 
whole is 125, would shew that a sum of 
375,000 J is now being expended on new 
churches. 
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AMSTERDAM, 1901-50 
By H. Dennis Jones 
(With Photographs by the Author) 


T is doubtful if any town in the world 
combines such brilliant examples of old 
and modern town-planning as does Amster- 
dam. Few towns, certainly, can equal its 
modern housing achievements. And since 
the XXth International Congress of the 
International Federation for Housing and 
Town Planning is being held there from 
August 27 to September 2, and will certainly 
be attended by a large British contingent, 
this is a good opportunity to consider what 
has been accomplished there during the past 
50 years. 


Dutch Housing Legislation. 


The Dutch Housing Act of 1901 was a 
turning point in Amsterdam as elsewhere 
in Holland. The position before it was 
passed was very bad. Building and housing 
were subject to no minimum _ standards; 
thousands of bedrooms were nothing but 
windowless cupboards, and large numbers 
of families were living in basements stream- 
ing with damp. Extreme overcrowding 
had led to epidemics of all sorts; planning 
requirements were similarly neglected. 
While private builders were running up ill- 
planned and badly built districts to accom- 
modate the growing population, they could 
do nothing towards rehousing the thousands 
of inhabitants living in unhealthy conditions 
in the old town. For little, if any, profit 
could be made by letting dwellings at rents 
which these people could afford. 

The Housing Act’s provisions, therefore, 
fell naturally into three sections. The first 
laid down that minimum structural and 
sanitary standards should be fixed and 
enforced by local authorities. The second 
compelled every community of more than 
10,000 inhabitants to draw up plans for 
orderly expansion, and gave them certain 
powers, such as the right of compulsory 
purchase, to help in doing this. The third 
embodied detailed arrangements whereby 
non-profit-making building by housing 
associations could be financially assisted by 
loans from government funds. Each 
section was vitally important, but the third 
had, in some ways, the greatest practical 
results on housing improvement. One may 


A.‘ DUIKER’S ‘“ OPEN-AIR SCHOOL.” has completely over- 
It is only a few hundred 
yards from this Montessori School. 


shadowed almost everything else he built. 
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note, in passing, that the 
hard - headed, 
Dutch have always been 
far readier than we are to 
regard money as an in- 
tegral part of any social 
problem. 
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Housing Associations. 


Housing associations 
had existed in Holland 
since the 1850s, but de- 
pending as most of them 
did on private philan- 
thropy, their finances, and 
therefore their scope, 
were limited. The first 
body relying on govern- 
ment help was formed in 
Amsterdam in 1905. It 
was soon followed by 
others, mostly of working- 
class membership, which, 
between them, produced 
a new and fruitful out- 
look on housing problems. 
The City Council laid 
down its minimum re- 
quirements, but the asso- 
ciations aimed at build- 
ing to the optimum stan- 
dards_ consistent with 
sound economy. They 
employed progressive and 
enthusiastic  archi- 
tects, and, in fact, helped to consolidate the 
so-called ‘“ Amsterdam School” of architec- 
ture, which, with its elaborate ornamenta- 
tion and determined originality, sometimes 
seems to our eyes to be approaching the 
grotesque, although it is well in keeping with 
the traditions and temperament of its native 
town. Many of the working-class flats built 
as early as 1915 and 1917 are still remark- 
ably striking, and by the 1920s Amsterdam 
had become the Mecca of everyone in- 
terested in working-class housing. To some 
degree the intensity of this development was 
due to the fact that housing associations were, 
by law, forbidden to have any object apart 
from the improvement of housing. Money 
and energies were thus effectively canalised. 
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The Municipal Housing Service. 


Because it had to act as risk-bearing inter- 
mediary for governmental building loans, 
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
Flats for ‘‘Het Oosten’’ Housing Association (1949). Lau Peters, Architect, 


A SECONDARY SCHOOL (just over half facade visible), built 
by Public Works Department in a somewhat modified “‘ Amsterdam 


School ”’ style. 







privet hedge 





bedroom @ living room 

















the City Corporation was from the first 
closely linked with the work of the housing 
associations. It has also found collabora- 
tion with the associations extremely valuable 
in the rehousing of slum-dwellers, for not 
only could the latter carry out the building 
of new houses, but they also, in many cases, 
undertook the supervision and “ re-educa- 
tion ” of the new tenants. Nevertheless, the 
difficulties produced by World War I neces: 
sitated the formation of a separate Munici- 
pal Housing Service and World War II 
intensified its work. To-day, 14 per cent. of 
alt Amsterdam’s dwellings are managed by 
its associations and 6 per cent. belong to the 
municipality. But collaboration between 
them is closer than ever. An uninformed 
visitor to Amsterdam finds it almost im- 
possible to distimguish between a municipal 
housing scheme, one undertaken by an 
association for the municipality and one 


Excessively lavish statuary. 
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initiated by an association as part of a more 
general city-extension scheme. While the 
housing associations were coming into being 
in the early years of the century, interest 
in town-planning was also reborn in Amster- 
dam. The town had been comp etely 
“planned ” as far as layout was concerned 
since the fourteenth century. But the period 
1850-1900 fell disastrously short of the pre- 
vious astonishingly high standard. Then, in 
1907, the architect H. b. Beriage was asked to 
produce a plan for a new suburb to the 
south of the old town. After a study-tour 
in the United States he revised the pian 
completely and the revision was adopted by 
the City Council in 1917.: It has not yet 
been fully carried out, but what has been 
done in the south suburb has made it one 
of the most striking bits of urban planning 
and building in Europe. 

While Amsterdam-South was _ being 
planned a good deal of new construction was 
going on in the west and north-west. Then, 
in the ’20s came a number of “garden 
village *” small-house suburbs (we should cal) 
them housing estates rather than “ garden 
villages” in the English sense). Industry 
was also planning expansions. Thus, by the 
time work on Berlage’s plan was under way 
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it was clear that some means of co-ordina- 
ting all these extension schemes was 
required. 
acquired possession of 
all the land in its area, 
and its boundaries had 
been nearly quadrup- 
led by a special Act 
of the Dutch Parliament. 
Full use was being made 
of the powers of land- 
use designation granted 
to planning authorities. 
Committees to control 
the appearance of build- 
ings had already come 
into being. All that 
was missing, in fact, 
was a “master plan.” 
So, in 1928, a vast piece 
of sociological research 
was begun by the new 
Planning Section § of 
the Public Works 
Department. The 
result was the famous 
plan adopted in 1934, 
which estimated the 







































































[22 


loft 


living room 











SH} 






























































+ 
| 





GROUND FLOOR PLAN 


Amsterdam (1948). 


LOFT PLAN 


Dwelling for an old couple in a garden city near 


GROUND FLOOR PLAN 


WHAT AN EXPERIMENT! 
control committees do not sit on the unusual. 
to ensure harmony between adjoining buildings and whole districts. 
This staggered and staggering roof is at extreme western edge of 

the town and can be seen from miles away. 
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“PLAIN AND FANCY.” The “ fancy” 
style of urinal seen here typifies a great 
deal of the Amsterdam attitude to build- 
ing design. (1) It preserves the tradi- 
tional “‘ krul’’ (curl) shape. (Urinals, of 
whatever shape, are always known as 
*‘kruls”’ in Amsterdam, because of the 
prevalance of this pattern.) (2) It uses 
decorative brickwork, such as Amster- 
dammers love. (3) It adds a bit of stone- 
carving—the statue is actually double- 
sided; there’s something totally different 
on the back ! (4) The whole thing has not 
only a certain amount of wit about it— 
particularly when one remembers that it 
stands right outside the Town Hall, just 
by the entrance used for marriages—but 
also a faintly fey-romantic atmosphere, 
such as crops up often in Amsterdam 
architecture (e.g., small carved head of 
Beethoven let into a corner of garden 
wall on Beethovenstraat, and other 
carvings put on to buildings for no 
obvious reason. whatever, often with 
slightly humorous effect). 


city’s future population, fixed housing den- 
sities in the different suburbs, prescribed the 
The Corporation had already districts available to industry, laid down the 








FIRST FLOOR PLAN 


But worth noting that aesthetic 
Main concern is 





loft loft 





LOFT PLAN 


One family house in Nieuwendam Garden City, near 


Amsterdam (1948). 
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PLEASANT “ SPACE PLANNING.” 


lack of protection. 


areas of open space and playing fields 
required per head of the population, and so 
on. So thorough and efficient was the .plan 
that it has hardly had to be altered even 
though the war has intervened in its realisa- 
tion. 


Loan System and Private Builders. 


By 1934 Amsterdam was reaching the peak 
of its housing achievement. Up to the 1920s 
the housing associations had set the pace— 
and a rollicking pace it was—but after the 
first World War the inevitable housing short- 
age forced the goyernment to extend its 
loan system to private owners wishing to 
build. This not only speeded up building 
but also led to the erection of some of 
Amsterdam’s most delightful dwellings. 
Middle-class housing associations, existing 
without financial support from the govern- 
ment, also made their appearance, and they, 
like a number of private builders, put up 
blocks of flats well up to the standards of 
accommodation and appearance set by the 
earlier working-class associations. 


Old People’s Accommodation. 


Whether the tremendous achievements of 
the 1930s were due mostly to the lead given 
by the associations, or resulted rather from 
a desire to emulate the brilliant example of 
Amsterdam’s earlier planners and builders, 
or perhaps from some innate love Of fine 
building, can hardly be decided. But it is 
certain that the associations, most of whose 
members, though “ ordinary” folk, had an 
active interest in the design and management 
of their properties, spread a wider and deeper 
appreciation of housing, architecture, and 
planning than would have been possible by 
any other means. And because the archi- 
tects and planners, on their side, were 
brought into close touch with “the people,” 
they were better able to appreciate their 
needs. As a result Amsterdam was one of 
the first towns to tackle such problems as 
the construction of special accommodation 
for old people on any considerable scale. 
Many other “special purpose” dwellings 
were also built—workers’ hostels, a block of 
one-room flatlets for middle-class people 
living alone, and even a block of “ studio- 


The space devoted to flower-beds is worth noting, 
also the fact that the children never seem to tear up the plants or trample the grass, despite 


Dunnebur, Berghoef and Pot, Architects. 


flats.” These typify the extreme attention to 
detail and personal needs shown in so much 
Amsterdam building. Not only are tenancies 
restricted to practising artists and sculptors, 
accommodation is also varied to suit every- 
one from a bachelor living alone to the 
married man with several children. 


Originality in Design. 

The suburbs built in the 1930s, especially 
the South, show a striking harmony in their 
buildings, despite the originality of 
individual works and the frequent juxta- 
position of diametrically opposed styles. 
Equally noticeable is the feeling for what 
nowadays is called “space planning” and 
the architects’ refusal to cast designs for 
official and public buildings in stereotyped 
moulds. The Muiderpoort and Amstel 
Stations (both by the same architect), Police 
Headquarters, National Insurance Bank and 
a host of other works are refreshingly 
original. Not that tradition is neglected; its 
use, however, serves to heighten rather than 
to destroy or conceal the modern architect’s 
inventiveness. 

All building naturally stopped during the 
war, and Holland’s particular problems led 
to an exceptionally slow start being made in 
Amsterdam after the liberation. In fact, only 
now is work getting into its full stride. Two 
schemes adopted in 1935, involving over 
10,000 dwellings, are still only half com- 
pleted, while even the site for the big Sloter- 
meer garden suburb, fully planned before 
the war, is not yet ready. 

Costs are 350 per cent. of pre-war. Since 
rents are frozen at the 1940-level, still 
heavier subsidisation has been necessary. 
About half the “economic” rent of most 
new dwellings is paid by the Government, 
and additional help is given for the con- 
version of old properties, for approved ex- 
perimental schemes of non-traditional con- 
struction, and so on. All possible economies 
are being made, and every method of quickly 
increasing accommodation tried. (One of the 
more interesting is the ‘“‘ Duplex ” house, de- 
signed to take two families temporarily, but 
to be easily convertible to single-family use 
when the shortage eases.) But no one is 
happy about the economics of the present 
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position. Higher rents are generally regardeg 
as inevitable. 


Growth of Planning Control. 


One striking result of the war has been , 
greater concentration than ever of power 
over building in the hands of the City Coup. 
cil. This body is the chief planning auth. 
ority; individuals have a right of appeq 
(e.g., against taking over of farm land), by 
very little chance of initiating new building 
If you want to put up your own house, fo, 
instance, you have to wait until the Counc 
designates a parcel of land for private single. 
family housing and then, try to secure ; 
site. The Corporation is also the sok 
ground-landlord, and, since the war, almoy 
the only source of building finance. Fey 
private firms have enough capital to operat 
unaided. Nevertheless, there is a clog 
working contact between the City’s planner 
and the various building interests, profit 
making or otherwise, and a high degree of 
willing co-operation all round. 

Although Amsterdam’s history and presen; 
organisation are very different from those of 
any British town, this harmony alone mak« 
the city worth our attention. And when w 
consider, in addition, its consistently high 
standards of housing over the past 50 year 
and the excellent planning of its modem 
suburbs, we may well be envious of it 
achievements. The Amsterdammers certainl 
have every right to the pride they show in 
their city. 


TOWN PLANNING SUMMER 
SCHOOL 


Programme at Nottingham University 


PTHE Town and Country Planning Summer 
School, held under the auspices of the | 
Town Planning Institute, will take place at 
Nottingham University from September 6 
to 13. At the opening ceremony an address 
will be given by Mr. G. S. Lindgren, MP. 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning. M: 
On subsequent days various papers will 
be read. The subject of residential density 
will be dealt with by Mr. C. D. Buchanan, 
B.Sc., A.M.T.P.I., and a talk on Notting- 
ham will be given by Dr. A. C. Wood, M.A. 
lecturer in history at the Nottingham 
University. 
“Changes in Agriculture and their me 





on the Countryside ” is the title of a paper 
to be read by Dr. G. P. Wibberley, B.Sc. 
and Mr. R. H. McCall will speak on the 
control of outdoor advertisements in towns 

The relationship of public health to town | 
and country planning will form the basis 
of a talk to be delivered by Professor 
F. A. E. Crew, M.D., D.Sc., while Professor | 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie has chosen as his 
subject, “ Discipline in Civic Design.” Dis- 
cussions will be held after each of thes | 
talks. Sir George Pepler, C.B., will be chair- 
man of all sessions. 

A coach tour to be made during the course 
of the session will enable some members t0 
visit the site of Corby New Town and othe! 
places of interest. | 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Fdinburgh University Medical School 
The closing date for this competition 

(details of which were given in The Builder | 
for December 9 last) is extended 10 
September 30 next. 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Correspondence this week will be found 
on page 221. 
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: THE AMSTEL STATION. Ir. H. G. J. Schelling. (‘ Ir.” is Dutch abbreviation for Engineer, and is used like a title in 
‘sity | English.) Schelling’s design seems to be completely original in conception. 
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THIS MIXTURE OF TYPES OF BUILDINGS—semi-detached villas, flats just out of sight, concert hall (Apollohal—Ir. A. 
Boeken, architect), waterside restaurant, government offices (Rijksverzekeringsbank—Ir. D. Roosenburg, architect), public 
found garden (foreground) with a gardeners’ hut (left)—shows. striking contrasts in architecture, yet everything is harmonious, 
oun 


SOME BUILDINGS IN AMSTERDAM 
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PART OF WELL-KNOWN “ ZAANHOF ” (working-class flats, built 1917). The late M. de Klerk, architect. A school 
occupies an acute-angled corner. Typical, architecturally, of ** determined originality’ of one of the most famous of the 
* Amsterdam school,” of architects. The lateral features onthe’ side of school are windows which look down on the pavement. 





STUDIO FLATS. These have from 1-3 bedrooms, with studio and living-room, etc. Only complaint heard from tenants 
is that some of the studios are too light! (N.B.—Studios are in further half of building.) 


SOME BUILDINGS IN AMSTERDAM 
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The main entrance. 
PRESTWICH BUTTERSTILE LANE JUNIOR AND INFANTS’ 
For the Lancashire County Council 


G. NOEL HILL, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.1., COUNTY ARCHITECT 





SCHOOL 





Classroom block from the south. 
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OFFICES. 14. PLAYGROUND. 
i, DINING ROOM, iS. STORE. 
12. KITCHEN, 16. M.1, ROOM. 


The pian and key. 


vhs one-form entry school provides accommo- 
dation for 160 juniors and 120 infants. The 
site is 3.25 acres in extent and is completely enclosed 
by houses. Considerable difficulties had to be over- 
come as the site slopes very steeply to the south; 
this entailed the removal of some 8,000 tons of soil to 
form a level area for the school and playground. In 
addition, the trial holes showed the presence of 
patches of peat and running water at 5 ft., which 
necessitated heavily reinforced foundations, and the 
terrace is supported on reinforced concrete cantilever 
beams to prevent sliding. In order to avoid delay 
in starting this school the foundation work was 
carried out under a separate contract. 


PLANNING.—The classrooms are of the elbow 
access type giving a high daylight intensity and good 
ventilation. The courts are accessible to the children 
and one contains a sand pit. The lavatory block, 
which runs parallel to the classrooms, is a_ useful! 
noise screen to the classrooms. 

The assembly hall, kitchen and dining-room can 
be isolated from the teaching area and are made 
available for social activities in the evenings. 

The main entrance is approached by a steeply 
rising roadway and leads into a foyer which has 
been designed for exhibition purposes. 

CONSTRUCTION.— Foundations : reinforced wall 
beams with mushroom-based piles. Structure : rolled 
steel frame, except assembly hall, which is load- 
tearing brickwork. Walls:  44-in. facing brick 
outer skin, cavity, 24-in. hollow tile inner skin. 
Floors : reinforced concrete with precast concrete 
units over ducts. Roof: aluminium decking covered 
with 4-in. fibreboard and bituminous felt. The 
kitchen has asbestos covered with bituminous felt. 


FInisHES.—Externally, 23-in. golden brown facing 
bricks, cills, surrounds and copings are of artificial 
stone. Internally the walls are generally plastered. 
The floors of the assembly hall, classrooms and 
dining-rooms and corridors are of ‘ Aranbee” 
composite flooring. Lavatories and cloaks have 
terrazzo tile and the kitchen, asphalt. 

Services.—(Electrical) Tungsten lighting. Radio, 
clocks, period changing bells and alarm bells are 


installed. (Heating) Oil-fired lowpressure hot water, 
electrically controlled. Horizontal service ducts 
provide ready access to service mains. Recessed 
convectors are being provided in the foyer, assembly 
hall and dining-room. 

The general contractors were Messrs. J. Gerrard 
and Sons, Ltd., of Swinton, Manchester. 

The sub-contractors included: James E. Norris 
and Co., Ltd., rolled steel joists and angles; Matthews 
and Mumby, concrete reinforcement; Robert Wat- 
son and Co. (Construction Engineers), structural 
steelwork; ‘‘ Twisteel”’ Reinforcement, Ltd., steel 
fabric reinforcement; William Gratrix and Sons, 
Ltd., iron railings; Universal Asbestos Manufac- 
turing Co., Ltd., reinforced decking units; Ruberoid 
Co., Ltd., dampcourses ;_ Radcliffe, Farnworth and 
District Gas Co., gas service appliances; J. Gerrard 
and Sons, Ltd., tubular railings; Conways (Tile 
and Terrazzo, Ltd.), terrazzo partitions, tile paving; 
Brightside Foundry and Eng. Co., Ltd., central 
heating and hot water service; Pearson Bros. and 
Campbell, Ltd., cast stone; Venesta, ‘Ltd., Plymax 
doors; Thos. Blackburn and Sons, Ltd., steel door 
and frame boundary railings; Victoria Radio and 
Elec. Co., electrical installation; Henry Hope and 
Sons, Ltd., steel door frames and swing doors, metal 
screens; Ferroconcrete (Lancashire), Ltd., glare 
baffles; D. Anderson and Son, Ltd., aluminium 
decking: John Thompson Beacon Windows, Ltd., 
aluminium fascias; Rea Metal Casements (1932), 
Ltd., metal windows and doors; Sundeala Board 
Co., suspended ceilings; General Asphalte Co., Ltd., 
asphalt flooring; Rowan and Boden, Ltd., ‘-Kor- 
koid” flooring; James Gibbon, Ltd., floor springs; 
Best and Lloyd, Ltd., light fittings; Hailwood and 
Ackroyd, Ltd., light fittings; Rowe Bros. and Co., 
Ltd., sanitary goods; Quiggin Bros., ironmongery ; 
S. Dixon and Sons, Ltd., fire-fighting equipment; 
Cloakroom Equipment, Ltd., cloakroom equipment; 
The Magneto Time Co., Ltd., electric clocks; Mer- 
chant Adventurers, Ltd., electrical equipment; Audix 
B.B., Ltd., radio and gramophone equipment; and 
W. J. Furse and Co., Ltd., lightning conductors. 
The grounds were laid out by Messrs. Maxwell M. 
Hart, of Manchester. 
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The main entrance and assembly hall from the west. 


ORRELL LAMBERHEAD GREEN INFANTS’ SCHOOL 


For the Lancashire County Council 


G. NOEL HILL, F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.1., COUNTY ARCHITECT 


HIS is a two-form entry infants’ school which has 
been built to accommodate 280 children from a 
new housing estate. The site is 4.78 acres in extent 
and slopes rather steeply to the south-east and is 
flanked by prefabricated housing on the north-east 
side. The ground is subject to mining subsidence, 
necessitating heavily reinforced concrete foundations. 
Work was started in February, 1948, and the school 
was completed in March, 1950. 

PLANNING.—The buildings have been sited on the 
west side of the site so as to keep the access road as 
short as possible, and it is also the highest and most 
level portion of the site. 

The classrooms are of the “elbow’’ access type 
and are joined by link corridors to the lavatory block 
which runs parallel to the classrooms. There are 
three separate entrances for the pupils and the main 
entrance is in the form of an exhibition hall. 

In accordance with the Ministry of Education policy 
there is no fixed stage in the assembly hall. 

The kitchen, dining-hall and assembly hall have 
been grouped so that they may, if desired, be used for 
local functions. 

CONSTRUCTION. — Foundations: reinforced concrete 
floors and wall beams. Suwperstructure: rolled steel 
frame, the channel stanchions forming mullions to 
windows. Roof: aluminium decking insulated with 
t-in. fibreboard and covered with two-ply felt, except 
kitchen roof, which is asbestos decking. The alu- 
minium fascias are purpose made. 

FINISHES.—Externally, 23-in. golden brown facing 
bricks with artificial stone cills, copings and window 


surrounds. Windows are of aluminium. Internally, 
the walls are generally plastered. Floors of class- 
rooms are of ‘“ Aranbee’’ composition flooring, and 
in corridors of ‘* Flexicrete.”” Kitchen and lavatory 
floors are of asphalt, and in entrance hall of linoleum. 

Services.—FElectrical: Tungsten lighting. Radio, 
clocks, period changing bells and alarm bells are 
installed. Heating: Oil-fired low-pressure hot water, 
electrically controlled. Horizontal service ducts pro- 
vide ready access to service mains. Recessed convectors 
are being provided in the foyer, assembly hall and 
dining-room. 

The general contractors were Messrs. W. J. Bicker- 
staff and Sons, of Wigan. 

The sub-contractors included : Thomas Blackburn and 
Sons, Ltd., steelwork ; Ferrocon Eng. Co., Ltd., high tensile 
welded fabric ; Matthews and Mumby, Ltd., precast channel 
units; Universal Asbestos Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
cement decking units ; Rowe Bros. and Co., Ltd., sanitary 
goods ; D. Anderson and Son, Ltd., aluminium roofing ; 
Potter, Towler and Co., Ltd., electrical installation ; 
Conways (Tiles and Terrazzo), Ltd., terrazzo partitions ; 
Forticrete, Ltd., precast concrete baffles ; John Thompson 
Beacon Windows, Ltd., aluminium fascias; Gardiner 
Bros. & Co., Ltd., metal screens ; Crittall Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., steel doors and frames ; Highways Construction, 
Ltd., asphalt flooring ; Pearson Bros. and Campbell, Ltd., 
cast stone ; E. A. Sprigg (Engineering Construction), Ltd., 
heating and hot-water apparatus ; Cloakroom Equipment, 
Ltd., cloakroom equipment; Gardiner, Sons and Co., 
Ltd., aluminium windows ; R. W. Brooke and Co., Ltd., 
wood block flooring ; Rowan and Boden, Ltd., “* Kor- 
koid” flooring ; Standard Pavements Co., Ltd., ‘* Flexi- 
crete”? flooring ; James Gibbons, Ltd., door furniture ; 
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The plan and key. 
N. F. Ramsay and Co., Ltd., ironmongery ; S. Dixon and wireless and gramophone equipment ; Thos. Blackburn 
Sons, Ltd., fire-fighting equipment ; Corlett Electrical Eng. and Sons, Ltd., boundary railings ; Hill and Smith, Ltd., 
Co. (1933), Ltd., electrical installation ; Merchant Adven- entrance gates ; and The Magneto Time Co., Ltd., electric 


turers, Ltd., electrical equipment; Audix B.B., Ltd., clock system. 





The dining-room from the south-east. 
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Perspective view of main entrance. Below: Perspective view of gymnasium, showing stage with balcony over. 


LADS’ CLUB, KING STREET, NORWICH 
E. R. CRANE, D.S.C., F.R.I.B.A. (BUCKINGHAM AND BERRY), ARCHITECT 


Slane foundation stone for this building was laid on 

March 30 last by the Lord Mayor of Norwich. The 
building replaces premises which, with the exception of the 
basement, were destroyed by fire in 1943. As the fire was 
not caused by enemy action and the building was not 
covered to allow for the increase in costs, it has been found 
necessary to start a national appeal for £25,000 to complete 
and equip it. 

The scheme provides for all the activities included in the 
old building and the new frontage line has been set back 
14 ft. 6 in. as required by the local authority. The club is 
organised and run by the City Police Force{by means of 
a committee, whose chairman is the Chief Constable and 
which is composed of leading and certain ex-officer members 
from the local authority and the police, including the founder, 
Mr. J. H. Dain, O.B.E., who inaugurated it immediately 
after the 1914-18 war, and who still retains a keen interest 
at the age of 76. 


The facilities provided include boxing—at which the club 
has provided several outstanding exponents—gymnastics, 


swimming, brass band, library, billiards, table tennis, 
darts, and such games as draughts and chess. 

The building will be faced externally in 12-in. local 
sand-faced bricks with Empire stone dressings in recon- 
structed Ketton. The entrance doors will be in copper- 
faced plywood, and the entrance and stairs hall will be paved 
and have a dado of golden terrazzo. The main hall will 
have a height of 25 ft. and be spanned by two barrel vaults 
designed by Messrs. Twisteel, Ltd., who are carrying out all 
the design for the reinforced concrete frame. 

Lighting and ventilation have been designed to allow the 
hall to be used for entertainments and boxing contests 
with seating for approximately 2,000, and a fully-equipped 
stage is included in the scheme so that band concerts 
and amateur theatricals may also be produced. Attention 
has been given to the acoustic properties of the hall, and the 
requirements of the police have been complied with regarding 
lighting and exits. 

The architect is Mr. E. R. Crane, D.S.C., F.R.I.B.A., 
of Messrs. Buckingham and Berry, and the main contractors 
are Messrs. Thos. Gill and Son, Ltd. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
The English Cathedrals 


To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 
IR—In a _ notice of The _ English 
Cathedrals in your issue of July 28, I 
see that I am credited with suggesting “an 
alternative source (for the Perpendicular 
style) . . . in East Yorkshire or even in 
France.” This suggests that your reviewer 
has not fully grasped the intention of my 
remarks (p. 58). The parallels adduced from 
Bridlington, Guisborough and York Minster 
were given as examples of “ rectilinearity,” 
a motive found contemporaneously (c. 1290) 
in France. But my contention is that 
“Perpemdicular ” as a style results from the 
synthesis of a number of distinct ideas, of 
which rectilinearity is but one. It is not to 
be derived, by simple descent, from one 
source, whether in England or abroad. The 
“style” as a unity is first certainly datable 
in the Chapter House and Cloister of Old 
St. Paul’s, begun by William Ramsey in 1332. 
May I ask your readers to make two cor- 
rections which by an unfortunate accident 
escaped the printer? On page 2 the list of 
mitred abbeys should be increased to 27 by 
the addition of Cirencester, Tewkesbury and 
Waltham; and at line 22 of page 18 the 
date “ 1432” should appear as “ 1482.” In 
addition, fresh research now shows that the 
date of the Worcester cloister design (p. 87 
and fig. 138) is c. 1385, and that the floruit 
of John Clyve can be prolonged at least 
to 1392, while the west walk of the cloister 
was not completed until 1435-38. 
JoHN H. HARVEY. 
Half Moon Cottage, 
Little Bookham, Surrey. 


«*,Our reviewer offers the following comment on the 
above letter: ‘* With the best will in the world, a reviewer 
is apt sometimes to misinterpret an author’s intentions. 
In this particular case, Mr. Harvey says on his page 59 
that the origins of the Perpendicular style ‘ had nothing 
whatever to do with the Black Death.” On page 58 
he cites early ‘ examples of rectilinearity’ at York (1291), 
Guisborough, and Bridlington (both c. 1290) and remarks 
that ‘similar solutions were roughly contemporary in 
France.’ These, he explains, preceded Ramsey’s early 
rectilinear windows (1332) at Old St. Paul’s, a fact which 
I did not mention in my review, where space was a 
consideration. However, the difference between what 
Mr. Harvey wrote and what I wrote is hardly visible 
to the naked eye and would escape all but the most 
erudite readers.”-—EDITOR. 


Professional Revelations 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
IR,—I was much interested to read in 
your issue of July 21 the paragraphs 
on page 83 headed “ Professional Revela- 
tions,” in which you referred to the com- 
paratively few autobiographies of architects 
which have appeared. 
May I remind your readers of the publica- 
tion “The Architectural Work of Sir 
Banister Fletcher,” issued in 1934 by Bats- 
fords, in which I attempted to present a 
glimpse of the architect’s life, and to place 
on record the variety and extent of his 
architectural achievements. As author of 
the famous “A History of Architecture on 
the Comparative Method ” and other works, 
Sir Banister’s name is known to many thou- 
sands of architectural students and crafts- 
men, but it may come as a surprise to 
some of these that, in addition to his literary 
and educational work, he has also been able 
to carry on an extensive practice as an 
architect. 
My intimate association with Sir Banister, 
as his publisher for over 40 years, was my 
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justification for writing the book, which I 
trust has succeeded in conveying some idea 
of the manner of man whose personality it 
endeavours to portray. 
W. HANNEFORD-SMITH, 
F.R.S.E., Hon. A.R.I.B.A. 
15, North Audley-street, W.1. 


Jointing Stoneware Pipes 


To THE Epitror oF The Builder. 
QIR,—A Fellow of both the R.I.B.A. and 
R.LC.S. has stated that tarred gaskin is 
no longer used in jointing stoneware pipes, 
and in this opinion he has the support of 
a prominent county councillor. 
In the interests of efficient sanitation 
the views of your readers will be of interest. 
Puit JoHNSON, A.F.S.(Eng.). 
“ Cliftonbagh,” Wheatley, Oxon. 


BOOK REVIEW 


ARCHITECTS’ AND BUILDERS’ SIZE Book. By 
H. M. Tansley, A.R.I.B.A. Pp. 199. Illus- 
trated. George Newnes, Ltd. 17s. 6d. nett. 


THIS HANDY and extremely well printed 
little book is described on the jacket as “a 
practical tool rather than a mere reference 
volume,” and we are told that the author, 
a practising architect, compiled it “after 
realising the amount of time he wasted in 
finding out these facts for his own work.” 
The portly handbook issued by the British 
Standards Institution does not precisely fill 
the bill, but Mr. Tansley acknowledges much 
help from that Institution and permission 
to quote British Standards. He groups his 
information under self-explanatory heads: 
bricks, blocks and slabs; building boards, 
plastic panels and plywood; doors, windows 
and domes; flooring and paving materials; 
flue blocks, flue linings and chimney pots; 
ironmongery; domestic equipment and 
kitchen fittings; pipes and tubes; rainwater 
goods; reinforcement and lathing; roofing, 
decking and cladding materials; sanitary 
fittings; structural steel sections; wall tiles; 
water storage tanks and water heaters. These 
sections are followed by a “ miscellaneous ” 
section (including electric lamps), by useful 
tables and by a list of British Standards. 
The selection and arrangement of informa- 
tion are sensible enough, but frequent 
revision and reprinting will be needed to 
keep such a book up to date. The present 
price is high, even under current conditions, 
and the sales would probably increase 
greatly if the cost could be reduced in future 
editions. M. S. B. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


MIDDLE KINGDOM ART IN ANCIENT EGyPT. 
By Cyril Aldred. (London. Alec Tiranti, 
Ltd.) Price 6s. net. 


THE CANALS OF ENGLAND. By Eric de Maré. 
(London: The Architectural Press, Ltd.) 
Price 18s. net. 


THE STORY OF ARCHITECTURE, By P. Leslie 
Waterhouse. 3rd Edition. Revised by 
R. A. Cordingley. (London: B. T. Bats- 
ford, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. net. 


BRITISH STANDARDS FOR BUILDING MATERIALS 
AND COMPONENTS FOR Housinc. (B. S. 
Handbook, No. 3, 1950.) With addendum. 
(London: British Standards Institution.) 
Price 25s. net. Addendum 5s. net. 


«'s Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Publisher, “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
Street, Aldwych, W:C.2. Cash should 
accompany the order. 
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Notes from the Council Minutes 


FOLLOWING are notes from the minutes of 
the R.I.B.A. Council meeting held on 
July 25:— 

APPOINTMENTS.—(a) R.1.B.A. Represen- 
tatives on the Architects’ Registration Coun- 
cil of the United Kingdom.—Mr. J. T. Castle 
(A.) and Mr. T. E. North (F.) in place of 
Mr. Martin S. Briggs (F.) and Lieut.-Colonel 
V. H. Seymer (F.); (6) Building and Civil 
Engineering Regional Joint Production 
Committee for Region No. 12: R.LB.A. 
Representation—Mr. H. Edgar Bunce (F.) 
in place of Mr. Cecil Burns (F.); (c) Inter- 
national Union of Architects—Assembly 
Paris, October, 1950: Delegates of British 
National Committee—Mr. Anthony (Chitty 
(F.) and the Hon. Godfrey Samuel (F.); 
and (d) National House-Builders’ Registra- 


tion Council: R.1.B.A. Representation— 
Mr. C. H. James (F.) reappointed. (The 
other two representatives are Mr. A. W. 


Kenyon (F.) and Mr. K. J. R. Peacock (A.).) 


APPOINTMENT OF VICE-PRESIDENT.—Mr. 
Frederick Gibberd (F.) was appointed a Vice- 
President for the Session 1950-51, the other 
three being Mr. John L. Denman (F.), Mr. 
Norval R, Paxton (F.), and Mr. G. Grey 
Wornum (F.). 


R.I.B.A. Architecture Bronze Medal: 
Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Architec- 
tural Society—The Council approved fhe 
recommendation of the jury entrusted with 
the award of the R.I.B.A. Architectural 
Bronze Medal in the area of the Nottingham, 
Derby and Lincoln Architectural Society for 
the period of three years ended December 
31, 1949, that the award be made in favour 
of the Littleover County Infants’ School at 
on designed by Mr. F. Hamer Crossley 

.). 


FUTURE OF R.I.B.A. CoDES OF PRACTICE. 
—The Council approved recommendations 
made by the Institute’s representatives that 
the time limit for the completion of the con- 
sideration of comments on outstanding draft 
— of Practice he extended to June 30, 


MODEL FoRM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
PROMOTER AND SUCCESSFUL COMPETITOR.— 
On the recommendation of the Competitions 
Committee the Council approved the draft 
of a model form of agreement between a pro- 
moter and the successful competitor in an 
architectural competition. The form will be 
printed and will then be available on the 
same basis as the model forms of agreement 
between a client and an architect for general 
purposes, for housing and for flats. 


_ EXHIBITION OF COMPETITION DeEsIGNs.—In 
view of the continued difficulty in regard to 
accommodation the Council approved a 
recommendation of the Competitions Com- 
mittee that the following footnote to Clause 
8 of the Regulations Governing the Promo- 
tion and Conduct of Architectural Competi- 
tions should continue in force for a further 
12 months from July 1, 1950. 


_ “ The large numbers of entries received 
In One or two recent competitions and the 
restricted accommodation available under 
present circumstances have made it diffi- 
cult to comply with the terms of Clause 8 
of the Regulations for the Promotion and 
Conduct of Architectural Competitions, 
and Clause 15 of the Model Form of Con- 
ditions relating to the exhibition of com- 
petition designs. 


“ The Council, on the recommendation 
of the Competitions Committee, have 
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agreed to relax this requirement for the 
time being. Where there is insufficient 
accommodation to show all the designs at 
one time, it is suggested that they should 
be shown in relays for at least six days, 
but that the premiated and commended 
designs should be shows throughout the 
exhibition. It is important that each com- 
petitor should be notified when and where 
his particular design will be shown.” 


REGULATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL ARCHI- 
TECTURAL COMPETITIONS.—The Council 
approved a number of comments and sug- 
gested amendments to draft regulations for 
International Architectural Competitions. 
The draft regulations had been submitted by 
the International Union of Architects, and 
had been considered by the R.I.B.A. Com- 
petitions Committee. The principal amend- 
ments proposed were in connection with 
securing the complete anonymity of competi- 
tors in accordance with the British practice. 


EXAMINATIONS 
THE FINAL EXAMINATION, JULY, 1950 

THE Final,Examination was held in London, 
Birmingham, Leeds, Edinburgh, Manchester, 
Newcastle and Belfast from July 5-14. Of the 
406 candidates examined, 51 passed the whole 
examination; 57 passed the whole examina- 
tion (subject to approval of Thesis); 54 passed 
Part 1 only and 1 passed Part 2 only; 243 
candidates were relegated. The successful 
candidates are as follows :— 


WHOLE EXAMINATION. 


*R, A. Ainsworth, Lancaster; J. R. Allerton, Bristol; 
T. D, W. Astorga, Timperley; *H. Bailey, Chorley; 
G. S. Bamford, Manchester; *W. B. Bayliss, Birming- 
ham; ‘*E. Bellears, Nottingham; *R. Binnington, Hull; 
*D. O. Bond, Norwich; TE. M. Bourne, Reigate; 
*G. R. Browne, Sutton; G. O. Butcher, Ilford; A. W. 
Butler, Sale; P. J. Choksey, London, S.W.15; *D. H. 
P. Clarke, London, E.17; *R. VY. Clark, Rickmansworth; 
*W. M. Clifford, Petersfield; P. A. Coakes, Suiton 
Coldfield; *K.D. Coles, Hounslow; P. A. Collinson, 
Sidcup; *G. E. Crane, London, E.4; P. Cromwell, 
Weston-s-Mare. 

TD. S. Dawson, Portsmouth; L. J. Day, Swindon; 
*B. W. Drury, Purley; J. F. Edgecombe, Rickmans- 
worth; *K.H.N. Ellis, London, S.E.17; *A. English, 
High Barnet; *J.H. Evans, Newport, Mon.; H.W. W. 
Fenwick, High Wycombe; M. H. Ferguson, Holywood, 
Co. Down; *H.R. S. Ferin, London, S.W.9; *D. M. 
Fidler, Manchester, 8; R.H. Fielding, London, S.E.15; 
*G. M. Finkle, London, S.W.1; *R. H. Fitt, Havant; 
*L. T. Foster, Wallingford; M. R. Francis, Oxford; 
*F, S. Halford, Bristol; *A. J. L. Ham, Taunton; 
*P. Hampton, Shoreham-on-Sea; *D. C. Hands, 
Gloucester; *A. E. Head, London, S.W.8; B. M. 
Hewitt, Portadown; A. E. J. Hodges, Bristol; *A. 
Holwell, Hull; ¢D. W. Hubert, London, N.W.11; 
K. S. Hughes, St. Leonards-on-Sea; *M. L. Hughes, 
Norwich; *L. A. Hurley, Bournemouth. 

M. James, Chileompton; P. E. Jones, New Malden; 
H. G. Katten, London, N.4; J. Kershaw (Mrs.), Man- 
chester; B. D. Kett, Ilford; *A. J. G. Kirby, Ilford; P. 
H. Knight, Sutton; fR. P. Last, Iiford; *J. A. Leathart, 
Bagshot; fP. E. Locke, London, S.E.9; tJ. H. Lomas, 
Walton-on-Thames; *S. Mackenzie, Dumfries; J. de 
B. Marshall (Miss), Bristol; R. J. Mason, Belfast; 
*J, W. K. Matthews, Burnham-on-Sea; *A. T. Mayne, 
London, N.19; *G. W. Mills, London, S.W.; *R. H. 
Mobbs, London, E.18; M. G. Murray, Edinburgh; 
C. W. Noble, Kingston-upon-Thames; *A. Pell, 
Wilmslow; *J. C. Purkis, Malvern; A. F. Ratcliffe, 
Blackburn; C. B. Ratcliffe, Altrincham; fP. T. Ren- 
ninson, Preston; *K.H. Roberts, Huddersfield; *J. A. 
Robertshaw, Bradford. 

*P. S. Russell, London, S.E.9; F.S. Samuels, London, 


S.W.1; *A. P. Sanford, London, S.W.10; *C. P. 
Savage, Belfast; J. M. I. Scott, Bristol, 8; A. G. 
Sharp, London, S.W.19; *D. Shaw, Hucknall; W. D. 


Shepherd, Derby; *F. J. Sleigh, Worcester Park; P. J. 
Spenceley, Warrington; ‘*L. J. A. Stafford, London, 
N.22; *J. C. Stevens, London, N.W.8; J. D. Stickings 
(Miss), London, S.E.12; R. H. J. Stockley (Miss), 
London, S.W.16; *A. T. J. Stokes, London, E.10; 
*D. T. Stott, Rochdale; W. W. Stutchbury, Eastbourne; 
*G. E. Swindale, Nottingham; *G. D. Tench, Blaydon; 
R. D. Thomas, Bristol; *R. P. Thomas, Portsmouth; 
*J, R. Tiedeman, Goodmayes; B. W. Tindall, Leicester; 
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G. P. Treglown, Bristol; R. G. Turner, Sutton Cold- 
field; *A. Vanstone, Cardiff; *F. N. H. Vick, Barrow- 
in-Furness; J. E. Warner, Ilford; *G. I. Watson, 
Hull; P. A. Wells (Mrs.), Stanmore; *F. H. Westrope, 
Preston. 

* Subject to approval of Thesis. 

T Distinction in Thesis. 


PART 1 ONLY. 

M. G. Alford, Bognor Regis; 
Cheam; J. M. M. Aylwin (Miss), Brighton; A. T. 
Baker, Southampton; J. E. Baldwin, Chester; A. L. 
Benoy, Havant; K. W. Benoy, Havant; A. S. E. 
Bradley, Surbiton; D. W. I. Campbell, Co. Down; 
A. M. Cashin, Runcorn; R. M. Clark (Miss), West 
Lavington; K.D.A. Cook, Salisbury; S.K. Cornelius, 
Southampton; R. R. Courtenay, Twickenham; L. J. 
Ellis, London, N.W.1; J. B. Emerson, Belfast; J. D. 
Forbes-Nixon, Brighton; J. G. Fryman, Birmingham; 
F. Gorniak, London, W.14; P. R. C. Gowings, South- 
sea; A. W. Grant-Nelson, Kingston Hill; G. E. 
Harvey, Plymouth; G. P. Herd (Miss), Beaconsfield; 
S. E. Janes, Tiverton; F.C. Jepson, Ruislip; F. C. E. 
Jolley, Kettering; S. T. Josefowicz, London, W.13. 

S. A. Kellaway, Parkstone; J. Lloyd, Southsea; 
P. Lucas (Miss), Portchester; D.H. Lawrence, London, 
N.6; Z. Makowska (Miss), Wembley Park; W. Mlek, 
London, W.14; R. P. Moorby, London, S.E.4; R.M. 
Nevin, Peterborough; J.S. Pantlin, Wimborne; R. M. 
Price, Heysham; A. S. Raimes, Hove; B. M. Rice 
(Miss), Dublin; J. A. P. Rice, Edgware; P. H. Ridge- 
well, Swansea; R. O. Ridsdale, Stockton-on-Tees; 
D. Shuttleworth, Stockton-on-Tees; §S. J. Skrobanski, 
London, W.5; S. M. Staley (Miss), Bexhill-on-Sea; 
M. Sunderland, Belfast; G. D. Tabraham, Barnet; 
M. W. Turner, Southsea; A. H. Waskett, Bagshot; 
H. F. Whitcomb, Havant; E. T. Williams, Cardiff; 
B. P. F. White, Bournemouth; P. H. Wilde, Brighton; 
E. G.\Wiseman, Worcester Park. 


PART 2 ONLY. 
J. E. Collins, Bristol. 


THE SPECIAL FINAL 


I. D. Aylott (Miss), 


EXAMINATION, JULY, 


The Special Final Examination was held in 
London, Birmingham, Leeds, Manchester, 
Newcastle, Edinburgh and Belfast from July 
5-14. Of the 375 candidates examined 103 
passed (29 in Part 1 only and 2 in Part 2 
only) ; 272 candidates were relegated. The 
successful candidates are as follows :— 


WHOLE EXAMINATION. 


E. Aldred, Preston; S. E. Aldridge, London, W.13; 
C. J. Allsopp, Fleckney; L. V. Bacon, Marlborough; 
D. J. Badham, London, W.C.1; E. J. T. Bannister, 
Grays; E. J. Billington, Oxford; A.C. Birch, London, 
S.W.6; R.J. Brown, Westbury; S.J. Bull, Kilmarnock; 
R. G. W. Burgess, Mitcham; G. Chamberlain, Shrews- 
bury; E. G. Cole, London, S.W.4; J. T. Crease, 
London, E.13; A. L. R. Crick, Reading; F. W. T. 
Croydon, Newton Abbot; L. G. C. De Lara, Poole; 
W. Dempster, London, S.W.6; R. J. Dyer, Cliftonville; 
J. M. Edwards, Chester; J. E. Elliott, London, W.7; 
N. E. T. Ellis, Bromley; M.G. Fraser, Formby; R. D. 
Gadd, Southall; G. L. Goddard, N. Harrow; G. 
Godfrey, Drayton-St. Leonard; P. A. Goodhew, 
Hampton Court; G. T. Gray, London, N.10; A. R. 
Green, Croydon. 

J. W. Hammond, London, N.22; S. J. Hanchet, 
London, N.6; D. R. Hickman, Bromley; J. A. K. 
Hope, London, N.W.11; L. E. Horlock, Bromley; 
O. J. Howell, London, N.12; B. T. Jourdan (Miss), 
Manchester; P. F. Keating, Brighton; G. D. Kelly, 
Salford; J. Kemp, South Croydon; V. J. Kendall, 
Birmingham; J. Kimm, Renfrew; H. R. E. Knight, 
High Wycombe; A. W. Lawson, Colchester; D. R. 
Macgregor, Fife; E. T. Malins, Birmingham; R. G. 
Martin, Hailsham; G. R. Matthews, Cardiff: M. L. 
Mitchell, Dundee; H. F. Morley, Bognor; F. G. H. 
Murcutt, Hove. 

C. J. Oliver, Harlington; 
N.W.11; L. N. Peterson, Langley; 
Hereford; K. D. H. Robinson, Birmingham; 
Rogers, London, N.6; S. Simmons, Sutton; D. J. 
Smith, Morden; D. D. Smith, Hounslow; R. A. 
Sparks, Sittingbourne; J. A. Spon, London, W.2; 
H. S. Stonard, Hayes, Kent; J. R. Struthers, Glasgow; 
J. W. Tate, Mansfield; A. E. Thomas, Preston; W. 
Thomson, Barrow-in-Furness; E. H. Thurlow, Cam- 
bridge; H. J. Van Winsum, London, N.14; H. C. 
Wanstall, Tolworth; F. H. Ward, London, W.5; 
R. BE. West, Falmouth; D. R. Wood, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. 


A. J. Parfit, London, 
L. R. C. Price, 
| a ck 


PART 1 ONLY. 
R. Attridge, Coulsdon; T. F. Axon, Croydon; 
G. F. Bailey, London, 8S.W.2; W. A. J. Bell, Stanmore; 
D. A. Birchett, Hayes, Middx.; D. R. Blackie, Cork; 
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L. H. Brady, London, S.W.19; L. F. J. Downs, Southall; 
C. H. Firth, London, N.W.6; C. H. Foster, Sale; 
P. M! Gardner, Surbiton; H. E. Green, York; R. B, 
Greenway, Bury St. Edmunds; B. J. L. Hagger, Bed. 
ford; F.E. Harvey, Enfield; Z.M. Lech, New Malden; 
J. MacMinn, Edinburgh; V. C. Mayer, Southend-op. 
Sea; T. B. Mitchell, Grimsby; J. M. Moodie, Maid. 
stone; W. G. Morgan, Newport, Mon.; V. Novy, 
Teddington; R. J. Ovenden, Southall; P. T. Presswell, 
Totnes; N. H. Richards, London, S.E.13; A. H, 
Shoolbred, Luton; J. W. Turner, Prestwick; R. G, 
Wilde, Tunbridge Wells; S. W. Woodhouse, London, 
N. 17. 
PART 2 ONLY. 

J. S. W. Fuller, London, S.E.16; L. W. Weatherill, 

London, E.15. 


The following candidates have also passed 
the Special Final Examination :— 
H. D. R. Buck, London, W.8; H. Clarkson, Widnes, 


THE EXAMINATION IN PROFESSIONAL PRAC. 
TICE FOR STUDENTS OF SCHOOLS OF ARCHI. 
TECTURE RECOGNISED FOR’ EXEMPTION 
FROM THE R.1.B.A. FINAL EXAMINATION, 


The examination was held in London, 
Manchester, Newcastle and Edinburgh on 
July 11 and 14. Of the 40 candidates exam. 
ined, 37 passed and 3 were relegated. The 
successful candidates are as follows :— 

D. G. Adam, Glasgow; C. A. S. Baker (Miss), 
Manchester; J. I. Ballantyne, Castle Douglas; L. M, 
Bather, Warrington; A. G. Bracewell, Tillicoultry; 
B. N. Brodie (Miss), Glasgow; M. C. Brown, Paisley; 
W. T. Davie, Glasgow; A. J. Deed, Glasgow; J, 
Drummond, Glasgow; W. W. Faulds, Kilbarchan; 
C. Fotheringham, Glasgow; J. A. Gibb, Stranraer; 
W. C. Harrison, Baillieston; A. J. Hodge, Glasgow; 
F. W. Hopper (Junior), Sunderland; J. B. Inglis (Miss), 
Bearsden; G. J. Kinghorn, Dumfries. 

J. McLachlan, Glasgow; A. B. MacMillan, Glasgow; 
G. Meehan, Stirling; J. Morrison, Paisley; C. Y, 
Morton, Dumfries; I. G. Mowat, Glasgow; A. M. 
Nowosielska-Slepowron (Mrs.), Sunninghill; A. D. M. 
Nairne, Bridge of Allan; J. Neil, Glasgow; W. P. 
Orr (Junior), Kilwinning; R. L. Parry, Rutherglen; 
J. M. Paton, Glasgow; T.R. Scott, Glasgow; T.B.H. 
Schonberg, Glasgow; R.A. Shaw, Glasgow; M.S. F. 
Sinclair (Miss), Paisley; J. Singer, London, W.C.1; 
W. C. Thomson, Glasgow; A. D. Wilson, Dunblane. 


Intermediate Examination, May, 1950 


THe R.I.B.A. Intermediate Examina- 
tion was held in East Africa and Southern 
Rhodesia from May 12 to 18. The suc- 
cessful candidates are as follows:—* Osric 
Hawke (Salisbury), *G. O. Miller (Uganda), 
*N. R. Oldrieve (Salisbury), A. V. Trow- 
bridge (Salisbury). 

*Subject to the approval of History Thesis or 


Theses. 
OBITUARY 


Reginald Hardy Syms, F.R.I.C.S. 

We announce with regret the death, on 
August 11, of Major Reginald Hardy Syms, 
F.R.LC.S., L.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.L, of Heath- 
field-gardens, Chiswick, formerly technical 
adviser to the Greater London Regional 
Planning Committee and housing and town 
planning inspector to the Ministry of Health. 

Mr. Syms’ appointment in connection with 
the preparation of the plan for Greater 
London was made in 1932, and during the 
following five years he came to know int 
mately every square mile within a 25-mil 
radius of Charing Crosse. He joined the 
Ministry of Health in 1922 following various 
appointments as deputy surveyor in England 
and Scotland. He was also assistant educa- 
tion architect to the Borough of Heston and 
Isleworth for a short period. 

For a number of years preceding the out 
break of war in (1939 he served as an 
examiner on the Town Planning Joint 
Examination Board of the T.P.I. He held 
an Army commission and served abroad in 
both world wars. ; 

In recent years Mr. Syms had practised 
in London as a town planning consultant. 
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OFFICIAL BUILDING IN 1949 


Ministry of Works’ Annual Report 


HE annual report for 1949 of the 
Ministry of Works has now been pub- 
lished (Stationery Office, 1s. 3d. net). 
Following are extracts from its contents: 


1—THE BUILDING PROGRAMME 


The total value of all building and civil 
engineering work, including the output of 
the direct labour staffs of public authorities 
and of private firms in industries outside 
the Building and Civil Engineering Indus- 
tries, amounted in 1949 to £1,256 millions 
as compared with £1,181 millions in 1948. 
Details of the 1949 output are given in 
Table 1. 

The restrictions on the amount of capital 
investment on constructional work which 
could be allowed in 1949 made it necessary 
to continue to control building operations 
in the country. Administration of the build- 
ing programme, therefore, continued 
throughout 1949 on the same lines as in 
the previous year. As explained in previous 
reports, the National Building Programme is 
made up of a number of different sectors, 
eg., housing, education, each of which is 
the responsibility of some Government 
Department. The total national building 
resources are, therefore, divided amongst 
these Departments, to whom is left the task 
of establishing priorities amongst works 
which they would like to proceed. As a 
guide to the amount of work which they 
can approve in this way, each major Depart- 
ment is given a monetary ceiling and a 
corresponding allocation of steel. In pre- 
vious years the Departments have also been 
given a quota of building labour to serve 
as a further guide, but this was not done 
in 1949, for it became clear that labour was 
no longer the main limiting factor in the 
amount of work which could be carried out. 

The broad control of the National Build- 
ing Programme is in the hands of the Central 
Economic Planning Staff, which is respon- 
sible for giving the monetary ceilings to 
the various Departments, but the Headquar- 
ters Building Committee, referred to in 
previous reports, deals with any administra- 
tive difficulties which arise from time to 
time within the framework of these broad 
decisions. Towards the end of the year 
teductions in the rate of investment were 
announced by the Government, and the 
Departmental ceilings had, therefore, to be 
reduced. How these reductions are achieved 
within the Department’s sphere of control 
is left to each individual Department. 

In order to have some more immediate 
control over the programme in each area every 
project estimated to cost over £1,000 is given 
a date before which it cannot start. The 
responsibility for awarding these starting 
dates is it the hands of the Regional Direc- 
tors of the Ministry for projects up to 
£25,000 in value, and in the hands of an 
Inter-Departmental Regional Building Com- 
mittee for amounts in excess of this. 
are similar arrangements for Scotland. 

In previous years when the supply of 
labour for building projects was difficult a 
system of priorities was introduced, and 
although these arrangements continued in 
1949 the number of cases in which the 
Priority was granted, or even applied for, 
Was extremely small. 


There | 


Building Licensing: During the year 
192,174 individual applications for building 
licences were made to the Ministry of Works 
and licences to a total value of £258,401,00U 
were issued. The distribution of the build- 
ing resources represented by these licences 
among the various sections of the national 
economy is shown in the following table: 


Factories, works, industrial £ 
premises, shops and com- 
mercial premises 172,488,000 
Warehouses and storage 
depots 13,197,000 
Hospitals and schools ‘ 5,348,000 
War damage repairs (other 
than houses) aa ... 20,494,000 
Farms and = agricultural 
premises 10,424,000 
Miscellaneous 36,450,000 
Total £258,401,000 


Licensing Officers also dealt with 51,537 
applications for annual maintenance licences 
and issued such licences to a total value of 
£25,571,140. In addition, there were 26,815 
applications for steel and timber required 
for work to be carried out within the free 
limit of £1,000. 

During 1949 the number of licences 
issued by officers of local authorities for 
housing work (other than the erection of 
new houses) was 182,695 representing a total 
value of £54,658,000. 

In the year under review local authorities 
instituted successful proceedings in 58 cases 
for contravention of the building licensing 
regulations. These resulted in the convic- 
tion of 91 persons and in fines totalling 
£4,304. In addition, 80 cases involving 141 
persons were dealt with by the Director of 
Public Prosecutions and the Crown Office 
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2.—THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Number of Firms: During the year 16,652 
new or revived undertakings were registered, 
but a larger number of existing registra- 
tions were cancelled, mainly because the 
undertakings had ceased to operate. The 
total number of active registered firms at 
August, 1949, was 132,447. This was 1,666 
less than the number registered at Decem- 
ber, 1948. The composition of these figures 
is shown in Tables 2 and 3 (p. 224). 

Labour Force: As was envisaged in the 
Economic Survey for 1949, the size of the 
labour force in the building industry during 
the year remained much the same as it was 
in 1948. The force was fully extended by 
the building programme and unemployment 
in all crafts was almost negligible, although 
there were one or two local pockets of un- 
employment among’ unskilled workers, 
notably on Merseyside. In general, during 
the year unemployment was less than in 
1948, which was itself a good year. How- 
ever, because the force was at full stretch, 
signs appeared of a lack of balance in the 
numbers of craftsmen in the various trades. 
In particular there were not enough masons, 
plasterers and bricklayers. This shortage 
of bricklayers was a problem throughout the 
year over most of England and Wales, but 
not in Scotland, where the lack of plas- 
terers and joiners was the principal difficulty. 
The latest figures for the recruitment of 
apprentice bricklayers give no reason for 
expecting an improvement in the bricklayers 
situation in 1950, despite the reduction in the 
building programme for that year. 

Training in the Industry: The Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council regis- 
tered in the course of the year 11,284 boys 
whose conditions of apprenticeship satisfied 
its minimum standards. The Council also 
issued completion certificates to 3,394 boys 
who had completed their apprenticeships 
satisfactorily. Since the inception of the 
scheme, 7,014 boys have been granted such 




















in Scotland, resulting in fines totalling certificates. In April the Council held its 
£20,269. annual examination for the five scholarships 
TABLE 1.—BUILDING AND[CIVIL ENGINEERING INDUSTRY, 1949 
ESTIMATED VALUE OF OUTPUT (£ millions) 
Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter Total 
Factories and industrial premises* . . 19.3 21.3 22.4 24.6 87.6 
Storage premises, warehouses and depots* 1.6 2.0 2.4 2.5 8.5 
Coalmines and opencast coal production * - 4.5 5.6 5.9 5.1 21.1 
Work for electricity, gas, water and transport under- 
takings* =a re j 8.8 9.7 10.2 10.6 39.3 
Agricultural work* .. 2.0 2.4 2.8 2.9 10.1 
Shops and commercial premises* 9.1 10.5 9.7 8.7 39.0 
Schools, universities and hospitals * ae 8.1 9.2 9.8 34.8 
Construction of permanent houses (including site ‘prepara- 
tion) y ma i 51.3 53.9 55.3 58.2 218.7 
Other housing work? 53.2 55.8 52.2 ) 
Other workt 40.0 42.0 50.4 | 5 6.0 389.6 
Total carried out by B. and C.E. firms with operatives . . 197.5 211.3 220.5 219.4 848.7 
Building and Civil Engineering firms nian no 
operatives .. - - Z b A 6. 6.3 6.3 24.7 
Specialist firms ia 30.3 31.2 31.7 31.7 124.9 
Directly employed | abour— 
Staffs of Local Authorities, Public Utilities and Govern- 
ment Departments = na he is 49.2 52.4 53.0 52.8 207.4 
Firms in other industries 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 50.0 
| 
Total output .. 295.4 313.6 324.0 322.7 1,255.7 




















* These figures exclude work carried out under annu 
tion and licensing. 


+ From August 1, 1949, work included under “ O 


al maintenance licences and work exempted from authorisa- 


Such work is included under “* Other work.” 


ther housing work ”’ relates to family dwelling units only. 


Before this, work on other living accommodation, such as hostels, barracks, etc., was included; such work now appears 


under “‘ Other work.’ 
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of approximately £200 per annum for three 
years, which have been endowed by bodies 
associated with the building industry. All 
the successful candidates are now taking 
B.Sc. degree courses at Cardiff. In addition 
the Council increased the number of prizes 
available from its Welfare Fund, and these 
were awarded to over 400 registered appren- 
tices for exceptionally good work at tech- 
nical schools, on Apprentice Master Scheme 
projects, and in normal apprenticeships. 

In its Special Report on “ Recruitment 
and Training—November, 1948,” the Build- 
ing Apprenticeship and Training Council had 
stressed the need for reliable statistical 
information on the number of indentured 
and unindentured apprentices employed by 
building contractors. These figures were 
stated to be essential if realistic targets were 
to be made for recruitment in the various 
buikding crafts, both nationally and region- 
ally. A census was therefore taken in 
August, when contractors were asked to 
indicate the number of apprentices employed, 
and the number of new recruits during the 
previous year. At August 1, 1949, the grand 
total for all trades was 106,875. ... The 
scheme was an emergency arrangement made 
to assist in tiding over the transition from 
war to peace conditions ard it will gradually 
diminish in extent as the apprenticeship 
situation returns to normal. 

Consultation with the Industry: During 
1949 the Ministry continued to consult the 
representatives of the building and civil 
engineering industries and the associated pro- 
fessions on many aspects of its activities 
_which affected these industries... . A number 
of changes were made during the year to 
strengthen the machinery for consultation. 
There had been difficulties in differentiating 
between the respective functions of the 
National Consultative Council and of the 
Headquarters Building and Civil Engineering 
Joint Committee which had originally been 
set up to consider in greater detail particular 
problems affecting the execution of the 
building programme. The Joint Committee 
was therefore abolished and its functions 
transferred to the National Consultative 


THE BUILDER 


Council. . . . In order to fulfil its extended 
functions the Council decided to set up a 
Committee of the Council to deal with ques- 
tions relating to productivity. .. . As part 
of the reorganisation the Ministry decided, 
with the agreement of the National Consul- 
tative Council, to discontinue financial pro- 
vision for the Production Officers scheme as 
from March 31, 1950. 

As a result of requests made by represen- 
tatives of the stonemasonry industry, fol- 
lowed by a discussion on the National Con- 
sultative Council, it was decided to estab- 
lish a new Consultative Committee for the 
Stonemasonry Industry. 

The Advisory Committee of Specialists 
and Sub-Contractors gave advice on the 
application of the reductions in capital in- 
vestment to their sections of the building 
industry. Other matters discussed included 
the progress of the building programme and 
its control, the supply and distribution of 
building materials, and certain aspects of 
the development of nationalised industries 
as they affected the specialist trades in the 
building industry. The Advisory Committee 
on Contractors’ Plant met eight times during 
the year to discuss the supply and demand 
for contractors’ plant and building equip- 
ment. As a result of the work of this Com- 
mittee in previous years, there was a notice- 
able improvement during the year in the 
supply of heavy civil engineering plant. 


Building Research and Development. 


Advisory Council on Building Research 
and Development: In all its activities con- 
nected with research and its application, the 
Ministry continued to be guided by the 
Advisory Council on Building Research and 
Development, consisting of representatives 
of the industry and associated professions, 
and scientists. The Programmes Commit- 
tee of the Council reviewed the programme 
of building research by the Government and 
other agencies, taking into account sugges- 
tions put forward by interested industrial 
and professional organisations. The Com- 
mittee also approved measures for closer 
co-operation on building research matters be- 
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tween France and Great Britain, and agreed 
to proposals for new or continuing research, 
The Research Committee continued its 
general oversight of the Ministry’s own pro- 
gramme of research and development, and 
in particular examined and made recommen- 
dations on the report of a small scale experi- 
mental survey of productivity on traditional 
housing; the Committee also investigated the 
part which the Government, and partic. 
larly the Ministry of Works Field Test Unit, 
should play in the development of building 
plant. The Publicity Committee was closely 
associated with the varied measures takep 
to disseminate the results of research and 
development to all sections of the building 
industry, the professions associated with it, 
and others concerned. 

Publicity: Recognising that a considerable 
fund of accumulated knowledge still remains 
to be adopted as general building practice, 
the Ministry directed a major effort towards 
disseminating information throughout the in- 
dustry, the professions and others concerned, 
For this purpose every appropriate medium 
of publicity was employed, including publi- 
cations, exhibitions, plant demonstrations, 
visual aids, lectures and films. 


Site Organisation and Costing: There is 
general agreement that an important conttri- 
bution to the reduction of building costs and 
the increasing of productivity can be made 
by the planning of building work as 
thoroughly and as far ahead as possible, 
and by the systematic organisation of the 
work as it proceeds. Closely linked with 
this is the question of better organisation 
on the site, and the use of the best methods 
of doing jobs, including not only their 
orderly arrangement, but also the use of 
mechanical aids and plant. The Ministry 
has accordingly co-operated closely with the 
industry in introducing systems and methods 
directed t@ these purposes. In particular, 
the Ministry has also drawn attention to the 
desirability off the keeping of records of 
expenditure by the various trades, and on 
the different operations and stages of build- 
ing. This enables the builder to watch 
expenditure and to compare expenditure 


TABLE 2.—REGISTRATIONS UNDER DEFENCE REGULATION 56A 
NUMBER OF FIRMS BY REGIONS AND TRADES AT AUGUST, 1949, ‘13 TRADES ” 
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General Builders ... Boe 
B. and C.E. Contractors ... 
Civil Engineering Contractors 
Plumbing Contractors 
Joinery and Carpentry Firms 
Painting Contractors 
Roofing Contractors 
Plastering Contractors 
Glazing Contractors 


216 
42 16 39 
Demolition Contractors ... . 41 20 13 
Scaffolding Specialists... ean 1 — 1 1 
Shop Fitters ae oe hea 3 11 2 61 2 


3 
Miscellaneous 64 46 35 34 











23,810 7,197 9,430 3,722 14,558 9,206 7,808 






































TOTAL 5,563 10,238 8,812 8,857 





TABLE 3.—REGISTRATIONS UNDER DEFENCE REGULATION 56AB 
NUMBER OF FIRMS BY REGIONS AND TRADES AT AUGUST, 1949, ““7 TRADES” 
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Constructional Engineers... — 47 
Reinforced Concrete Specialists ... 5 
Heating and Ventilating Engineers 37 
Electrical Contractors a 374 
Asphalt and Tar-sprayers as 4 
Plant Hiring Firms oe és 5 
Flooring Contractors us jae 11 




















TOTAL 483 911 784 638 591 664 453 1,073 1,414 946 634 
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with estimated cost; it also provides a record 
for the pricing of future work and informa- 
tion for working out final costs. Good site 
records form an indispensable basis of incen- 
tive schemes where these are in operation. 
The Ministry has worked closely with the 
industry in advocating these measures by 
publications, exhibitions, lectures and advice 
available through its Regional Officers. 


Research. 

The general lines of activity described in 
the Ministry’s Summary Report for 1948 
continued; the following are particular 
examples of the subjects dealt with : — 

(a) Progress was made with the develop- 
ment of a scheme for the construction of 
a large group of houses designed to ascer- 
tain the economies resulting from non- 
traditional techniques in interior construc- 
tion and finishing operations of houses. 

(b) A series of surveys was carried out 
into the costs and methods of house build- 
ing in stone in the areas where it is tra- 
ditional to build in this material, notably 
the Peak District of Derbyshire, the Cots- 
wolds, and the Bath area. As a result, 
modifications of specifications and of 
building methods are being examined, 
which it is hoped will reduce the cost of 
building houses in stone and bring it into 
freer competition with other forms of 
building. A similar survey, but covering 
all forms of stone building, was started in 
Scotland. 

(c) Under contract with the Ministry, 
the London School of Hygiene and Tropi- 
cal Medicine has continued to study com- 
fort conditions in living-rooms and kit- 
chens, and has examined particularly the 
minimum desirable ceiling height for these 
rooms. 

(d) Research and experimental work 
have continued into the properties and 
performance of prestressed concrete, and 
into the most effective production tech- 
niques for this material. 
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Patents: The Ministry has continued to 
file patent applications in respect of inven- 
tions devised by its staff, with the object 
of making them generally available to those 
interested and avoiding the creation of 
monopolies. Agreements have been entered 
into or, when patents have been secured, 
licences issued for the production of such 
inventions. 

Steel Economy: The Minister of Works 
was charged by the Government with the 
task of enlisting the assistance of the pro- 
fessional institutions in a campaign for 
economy in the use of steel for construc- 
tional work, and he appointed early in 1949 
a committee consisting of representatives of 
the Professional Institutions principally con- 
cerned to organise publicity on the best 
methods of using steel. The Committee 
has held several meetings. It has promoted 
the preparation of a designers’ handbook 
and is considering the issue of digests of up- 
to-date information for designers. 

Codes of Practice: The Council for Codes 
of Practice, set up under the egis of the 
Ministry in 1942, has continued its work of 
drawing up codes of good building practice, 
designed to enable buildings to be put up 
to the best standards compatible with sound 
performance and economy. By the end of 
1949, 45 codes had been published, and a 
further 103 were in an advanced stage of 
preparation. The subjects of codes so far 
published cover many of the functional 
requirements of buildings, such as daylight, 
ventilation, sound insulation, precautions 
against fire; on the practical construction 
and equipment of buildings, codes have 
dealt with the structural use of reinforced 
concrete and of steel in buildings, internal 
plastering, lighting, heating and provision of 
hot water by electricity and gas. 


3.—BUILDING MATERIALS 


Production: The year has seen the con- 
solidation of the increased production 
obtained in previous years and in the great 
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majority of building materials output and 
demand have been in balance, so that the 
Ministry has not often been required to 
take special action, either to stimulate pro- 
duction or to assist in distribution. The 
produciion and stocks of building materials 
and fitments are shown in Tables 4 and 5. 
The production of some materials, however, 
has been limited by the supply of their neces- 
sary raw materials. In particular, asbestos 
cement production received a marked setback 
owing to the world shortage of raw asbestos 
fibre, and the metal window industry has con- 
tinued to be limited by the amount of steel 
which could be made available, although it 
has none the less been able to increase its 
production for export. On the other hand, 
the demand at home for sheet glass fell 
away very sharply in the middle of the year 
and one plant had to be closed down. 


The most difficult problem of the year 
was in the production of bricks, for use 
in England and Wales. Immediately after 
the war the brick manufacturers had been 
able, by employing European volunteer 
workers and prisoners-of-war, to increase 
their labour force and so attain a high rate 
of production. The cuts in capital invest- 
ment in 1947, however, so limited the demand 
for bricks that the manufacterers were 
forced to get rid of part of this labour force 
and found themselves with large stocks of 
tricks which they could not easily sell. 
Later, the demand for bricks throughout the 
mild winter of 1948-49 exceeded the reduced 
level of production and by early in the 
year 1949 the Ministry was called upon to 
assist the industry to find the additional 
labour required to increase production. 
Although the post-war record output of 483 
millions was attained in November, the very 
high level of demand was never quite 
balanced until December, and there is no 
doubt that but for the heavy stocks at the 
beginning of 1949, building work would have 
suffered dislocation. 


TABLE 4.—PRODUCTION AND STOCKS OF BUILDING MATERIALS, 1949 


Notes.—(1) Production figures relate to the United Kingdom, with the exception of building bricks, asbestos cement sheeting, roofing slates and damp-proof course 
slates, clay and concrete roofing tiles, plasterboard, plaster, gypsum, wood wool building slabs, clay partition blocks, stoneware pipes and asbestos cement rainwater 


goods, which relate to Great Britain. 


(2) Stock figures are as at end of period. 



































































































































Asbestos| Slates a 7 ; Concrete 
Building Cement Cement Resting (Damp-proof — ¢ en Roofing 
Bricks ‘Sisetiag Slates Course) elt : Tiles 
Prod. Stocks Prod. | Stocks| Prod. Prod. Stocks Prod. Stocks Prod. Stocks| Prod. | Stocks Prod. Stocks 
Thous- Thousand Thousand 
Millions Thousand Tons |\and Tons Squares Thousands Rolls Thousand Squares 
1949 Ist Quarter 1,188 488 2,055 241 88.3 81.7 25.8 1,989 434 744 173 183.2 221.3 195.3 139.7 
2nd Quarter 1,281 291 2,374 215 77.8 77.4 26.9 2,051 366 665 153 189.9 231.9 199.8 157.2 
3rd Quarter 1,349 190 2,346 190 69.4 71.8 23.0 1,942 316 689 153 185.1 218.2 206.6 142.4 
4th Quarter 1,409 179 2,440 192 84.9 79.8(a)| « 27.0(a)| 2,048(a) 339(a) 796 151 194.9 225.7 216.3 164.9 
Total 5,227 179 | 9,215 192 320.4 | 310.7(a) 27.0(a)| 8,030(a) 339(a)} 2,894 151 753.1 225.7 ~o18.0 164.9 
~ . Cast Iron Pipes Rainwater Goods 
Gyp- Wood — Stone and Fittings 
Plasterboard stbatiscd Gyp- Whiting Wool P = ware | ’ 
Plaster | um Building Arai Pipes Cast | Alumin- | Asbestos 
(Hard- Slabs hors Soil Smoke | Water | Iron & ium Cemen 
wall) Blocks Steel (6) (6) 
Prod. Stocks Prod. Prod. Prod. Stocks Prod. | Prod. Prod. Production Production 
Thousand Thousand Th’ sand 
square yards Thousand tons square yards tons Thousand tons Thousand tons 
1949 Ist Quarter 9,525 799 56.7 245.9 45.6 2.23 311.8 420.7 108.1 10.21 1.74 1.57 17.71 2.94 6.34 
» 2nd Quarter 11,978 1,448 63.4 279.6 47.6 2.32 226.5 392.6 111.9 10.62 1.77 0.90 18.24 2.53 6.05 
3rd Quarter 10,030 1,310 60.8 268.3 44.5 2.02 203.9 417.2 107.4 9.11 1.62 0.91 16.90 3.11 5.69 
4th Quarter 12,217 1,633 72.5 291.9 46.0 2.10 243.5 | 446.5(a)} 115.2 11.44(a)} 1.84(a)} 1.11(a)} 17.18(@)j 4.01 6.78 
Total | 43,750 1,633 253.4 | 1,085.7 | 183.7 | 2.10 | 985.7 | 1677.0(a)| 442.6 41.38(a)| 6.97(a)} 4.49(a) | 70.03(a)} 12.59 24.68 




















(a) Provisional figure. 


(6) Figures are in terms of cast iron equivalents. 
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TABLE 5.—PRODUCTION AND STOCKS OF BUILDING FITMENTS, 1949 
| | | 
Cookers | Wash Boilers | Water Heaters Meters 
| Lavatory} Metal | Inde- | Solid | ' 
Sinks Basins Baths Windows and | pendent Fuel Gas Electric Gas Electric | Gas Electric Gas Electric 
Doors | Boilers (a) | (6) 
| Z EE | SOS e: ae nee 
Production Prod. | Stocks | Production 
Thousands Thous. sq. ft. Thousands 
' Sere ee eee ee : ea 
1949 Ist Quarter 230.3 | 279.4 | 126.5 | 9,291 | 2,258 27.0 52.2 | 151.9 47.9 83.2 21.8 30.5 31.4 | 307.6 | 357.2 
2nd Quarter 221.7 276.6 125.6 9,768 2,455 26.5 $5.7 149.7 51.0 83.2 26.1 33.5 bE DY i 307.8 320.4 
3rd Quarter 219.4 261.4 109.9 9,228 2,353 23.3 50.2 153.6 56.2 82.9 30.5 38.4 36.5 306.4 288.8 
4th Quarter 251.0 | 311.7 126.4(c)| 10,471 2,819 28.0(c)} 51.7(c)}| 178.8 68.7 99.8 34.5(c)| 42.2 40.2 345.1 271.0 
Total for 1949 922.4 | 1129.1 488.4(c)| 38,758 2,819 | 104.8(c)} 209.8(c)} 634.0 233.8 349.1 1 12.9(c)| 144.6 145.8 1266.9 1237.4 
' 











Notes.—(a) Includes combination and back-to-back grates with boilers. 


The supply of cement which was so diffi- 
cult in 1947 and 1948 caused much less 
difficulty in 1949, when although little new 
capacity came into operation during the year 
reorganisation in the industry and major 
replacements of plant considerably increased 
production, which reached a new record 
figure. 

Although there was not much change in 
the output ef building fitments, advances 
were made in other directions; for example, 
gas eooker manufacturers started produc- 
tion of cookers at a price which will enable 


successfully used for agricultural buildings. 
Prestressed concrete transmission line poles 
have proved their worth under test and the 
Post Office are considering the use of tele- 
graph poles in prestressed concrete. Pre- 
stressed concrete sleepers were produced for 
the railways in large numbers. 

Clinker Cleaning: The Ministry has 
sponsored the erection at Twickenham of 
a pilot plant for the cleaning of clinker. 
This is a particularly interesting develop- 
ment as it converts waste material, which 
usually ce#sts money to dispose of, into a 


(6) Electric immersion. 


(c) Provisional figure. 


short supply, or where price competition was 
absent, control over maximum prices 
continued. 

Discussions with representatives of the 
builders’ merchants on distributive margins 
generally continued throughout the year, 
and as a result many reductions in prices 
to the consumer were made. 

Consultations: Regular monthly meet- 
ings with the National Council of Building 
Materials Producers have continued. This 
council, which was formed in 1945 by the 
45 trade associations in the building materials 


gas undertakings to reintroduce hire-purchase useful aggregate for making lightweight and fitments industries, has its own secre- 
schemes suitable for users in the lower concrete blocks with good _ insulating tariat and weekly information sheet and an 
income group, and much was done to properties. executive committee which meets once a 


improve designs and efficiency of domestic 
cooking and heating appliances, and to 
improve production methods to offset rising 
production costs. 


Distribution: The special arrangements 
for roofing glass mentioned last year were 
discontinued in August and the manufac- 
turers maintained satisfactory deliveries to 
the large volume of important work still in 
hand. The Site Assistance Scheme whereby 
regional officers progressed orders or located 


Export of Materials. 

Exports: During the year the last remain- 
ing items were removed from export licen- 
sing control, but exporters met with 
increasing difficulties from import restric- 
tions in some of their more important 
markets, although trade generally remained 
at a high level. Exports of building 
materials realised £21 millions during the 
year, to which cement and glass made out- 
standing contributions. Housing fitments 


month. On the day following this meeting 
the committee meets at the Ministry of 
Works and discusses with officials the situa- 
tion as it effects the production of building 
materials and fitments. Direct contacts with 
the trade associations of the various indus- 
tries on specific matters have also been 
maintained. 


TABLE 6.—BUILDING MATERIALS PRICE 
INDEX—GREAT BRITAIN 


QUARTERLY AND YEARLY AVERAGES, 



































supplies for particular building sites, came ii oe 
: ; eased 
tran end. ob October 31, 199, Cerin ‘ealted more than £10 milins, Jncrense atin 
problems arose in the course of the year jarcets began to show encouraging results. Base : Base: January 
in the distribution of bricks, cement and : , = | September, 1939 
: Exports to Canada included glass, Average, 1946 Sept : 
particularly asbestos cement goods; these led £1.300,000: sanitary ware. £142.000: glazed Year and Quarter 100 = 100 
to frequent consultations between the ~, cred pee ’ = (1) (2) 
mW : tiles, £148,000; cement, £312,000. Metal 
Ministry and the industries concerned. A dust aad sinhew fees Go 5 thes of 97 168 
Cement Economy Committee was formed ° Mi tad : > 
rs 2 £550,000 were amongst the exports to the II 99 172 
comprising representatives of Government United States. A number of fitments manu- ul 101 176 
Departments, both sides of the building and Seandides sentie gules a did special require IV 103 179 
civil engineering ind i “nl : 
instituti 8 4 f ane and professional ments of these markets, and some went into 1946 Average 100 174 
a Te Res AS Tepers fro production of the particular designs needed | ae) 
ec “ . : , C ; & 
re ti oe SN Use of Coment 2 ‘The Ministry gave all the assistance it could 1947 I 105 - 
using and Small Scale Building,” P1.31/5, by visiting individual exporters and advisin — = oe 
end “Use of Cement in Engineering and ~- 8 : - . il 115 - 
aioe ; on a wide variety of problems, and by 1 205 
Large Scale Building,” PI.31/6, were widely Boies cr ° . f ay - 
distributed in April s 2 ; obtaining in collaboration with the Board of ae 
iam Trade, preliminary market reports from 1947 Average 113 196 
Prestressed Concrete: Efforts have been overseas commercial officers. ions ; 19 208 
— hes widen the ne of the building = price Control: As ‘can be seen from rf 120 208 
and’ cIvi' engineering industry and the pro- Table 6, the general level of prices for build- Itt 120 208 
— Institutions concerned in _ pre- ing materials and components remained IV 120 209 
stressed concrete, and a ‘travelling exhibition ,; . a 
illustrating the uses and value of the virtually unchanged during the year although iat hieeeee 120 208 
asad te ‘sited citi there were variations in the prices of certain ace 
material has visited cities and towns through- jndividual items. In the few industries where 1949 I 121 211 
out the country during the year and has price increases were authorised, the rises I 120 = 
been well received. The Ministry has also jn price of ferrous and non-ferrous metals a — a 
an observer on the Prestressed Concrete ysed in manufacture were an important si ei = 
Development Group, which is representative factor. In a number of cases improved “eb Avenes 121 10 


of manufacturers, architects, engineers and 
contractors, and research workers in the 
universities and elsewhere. The object of 
the group is to encourage the development 
and use of prestressed concrete, especially 
by making generally available discoveries 
of new uses, new methods and so on. 
Prestressed concrete purlins have been 


supply justified a relaxation of active price 
control in return for undertakings from pro- 
ducers that the principles set out in the 
White Paper on Personal Incomes, Costs 
and Prices (Cmd. 7321) would be respected, 
and that any changes in price would be 
reported to the Ministry. In other cases 
where materials or components remained in 














The index in column (1) above is based on price quota- 
tions for 36 groups of materials and is calculated on @ 
chain-base system using 12 monthly moving averages of 
deliveries as weights. 
= The index in column (2) has been calculated by apply- 
ing an estimated increase in building materials price 
between 1939 and 1946 to the index in column (1). 
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4.—GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 


The Ministry of Works, at the end of 
1949, was looking after about 23,500 build- 
ings, and had spent nearly £11,500,000 on 
their maintenance in the previous 12 months. 
Some £30,000,000 had also been spent on 
the erection of new buildings and on the 
adaptation of existing buildings. Over the 
same period the Ministry released certain 
space it had held on requisition and also 
co-ordinated the release of premises requi- 
sitioned by other Departments. During 
1949, 2,232 buildings were handed back to 
their Owners. 

Offices at Home: Throughout 1949 the 
release of requisitioned accommodation was 
the primary object of the work of those sec- 
tions of the Department responsible for 
Government accommodation. 

The difficulties of leasing office accommo- 
dation at the present time are well known 
but the Department has been reluctant to 
erect new buildings if accommodation could 
be found in any existing building. In some 
cases it has been possible to convert requisi- 
tions into leases, thus saving the Depart- 
ment the cost of adapting new premises. In 
other cases leases have been taken of build- 
ings which in happier times would have been 
considered unsuitable, if they could never- 
theless be adapted at a reasonable cost. In 
cases where new buildings have to be erec- 
ted the restrictions on capital investment 
and the shortage of technical resources, 
together with the short period of time avail- 
able, limit the number of permanent Crown 
buildings which can be erected and accom- 
modation is being provided mainly in one 
or two-storey buildings of light construction. 

These buildings, although erected on 
austerity lines, provide good office accom- 
modation and being in standard form are 
economical in technical resources. More- 
over, they are designed to be economical 
in the use of steel and timber. They do, 
however, absorb comparatively large areas 
of land and are disliked by many planning 
authorities. The size of the Ministry’s build- 
ing programme has also made it necessary 
in a number of cases, mostly in London, to 
adopt building lessor schemes. In these 
cases private developers erect buildings for 
lease to the Department. The result of these 
efforts has been the derequisitioning of five 
million square feet, of which 14 million 
square feet were in London. 

Office Space: As has been mentioned, 
single-storey office buildings formed the 
greater part of the Ministry’s office build- 
ing programme during the year, and 436,000 
square feet of this type of accommodation 
were completed, whilst 400,000 square feet 
were under construction at the end of the 
year; these should be completed during 1950 
and the first half of 1951. . . . The steelwork 
contract for the Crown building in White- 
hall-place was let during the year, and on 
the large new building in Whitehall-gardens 
work continued throughout the year; it is 
hoped that part of the building will be occu- 
pied during 1950. In the course of the 
building operations in Whitehall-gardens an 
unusual engineering feat was successfully 
accomplished. The new building extends 
over the site formerly occupied by White- 
hall Palace, and earlier by York Palace, the 
residence of Cardinal Wolsey. The original 
wine cellar of York Palace was still in exist- 
ence, but in such a position as to break the 
line of the new building. In order to keep 
Intact the wine cellar, which is of great 
historical interest, the whole structure, weigh- 
ing about 300 tons, was lifted from its foun- 
dations and lowered to a new position, where 
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it will be completely within the basement 
of the new building. 

In addition to these large buildings for big 
blocks of headquarters staff, the Ministry has 
also to provide and maintain small offices in 
every town of any size throughout the coun- 
try. In previous reports reference has been 
made to the Department’s task of providing 
local offices for the Ministry of National 
Insurance and the National Assistance 
Board; and work continued in 1949 to pro- 
vide additional offices. A new requirement 
was for Valuation Offices for the Depart- 
ment of Inland Revenue, to whom is to be 
transferred the rating valuation work previ- 
ously carried out by local authorities. 
About 300 offices are required, most of 
which will be available by the “appointed 
day ” for the transfer of the work. 

The Post Office requires many buildings 
for the maintenance of the postal and tele- 
phone services of the country and 77 new 
buildings at a cost of nearly £1 million were 
completed for this Department during 1949. 
A further 102 buildings estimated to cost 
about £24 millions were started during the 
year, and at the end of December some 115 
buildings were under construction. The 
larger jobs included the North Manual Con- 
trol Centre in London, the Fountainbridge 
telephone exchange in Edinburgh, and a new 
telephone exchange in Cardiff. 

Accommodation Overseas: From _ four 
centres throughout the world staff of the 
Ministry are engaged in providing accommo- 
dation for the Foreign Service and other 
Government officials abroad. At the end of 
the year the Ministry owned or held on 
lease some 350 buildings for this purpose. 
. .. In general in 1949 the high prices abroad 
and the need for economy in Government 
expenditure made it necessary to defer many 
desirable schemes for the improvement of 
the accommodation of staff overseas, and to 
slow down the progress on others. 


Buildings for Education and Training. 

School Classrooms: Some 1,145 of the 
additional prefabricated classrooms and 
practical instruction rooms required as a 
result of the raising of the school-leaving age 
were completed by the Ministry and work 
was started on 469 other rooms. As a result, 
out of a total of 6,824 rooms which Local 
Education Authorities, through the Ministry 
of Education, asked the Ministry of Works 
to provide, 6,357 rooms were completed, and 
work was in progress on a further 350. In 
Scotland there were applications for 1,325 
rooms, of which 1,203 were completed by 
the end of 1949; work was in progress on a 
further 51. The total cost of the programme 
is now estimated at £134 millions, of which 
about £24 millions represent the cost of the 
programme in Scotland. 

Training Centres: Local Education 
Authorities have now taken over 15 of the 
55 Emergency Training Centres set up since 
June, 1945, and will run these as permanent 
training centres. 

Buildings for Research. 

The Ministry of Works is responsible for 
the building and to a large extent the main- 
taining of Government research establish- 
ments operated by the Ministry of Supply 
and the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research. In addition, the Depart- 
ment has built some production establish- 
ments for the Ministry of Supply. In 1949 
the cost of these works exceeded £9 millions, 
whilst some £14 millions was spent on the 
maintenance of the premises. 

For the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research progress in 1949 was 
less satisfactory than could have been 
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wished, owing to great difficulty in acquiring 
suitable sites for the new buildings required. 
A start, however, was made on the new 
Mechanical and Engineering Research 
Laboratory at East Kilbride in Scotland. 
The difficulty of sites for the other new 
Research Stations prevented preliminary 
design work from going ahead. 


5.—AMENITY AND CULTURAL 


Ancient Monuments and Historic Build- 
ings: Important excavations, which received 
much publicity, were undertaken at Jarlshof, 
Shetland, where evidence was unearthed of 
the Viking Settlements from the seventh to 
the thirteenth centuries. 

During 1949 the Ministry has accepted 
guardianship of the following monuments:— 

ENGLAND AND WALEs: Bolingbroke Castle, 
Lincs; Binham Wayside Cross, Norfolk; 
The Merchant’s House, Great Yarmouth; 
Chichele College, Higham Ferrers, North- 
ants; Moreton Corbet Castle, Salop; Wall, 
Letocetum Roman Station, Northumberland; 
Norman Manor House, Burton Agnes, York- 
shire; Penarth Fawr, Llanystumdwy; Ewenny 
Priory, Glamorgan; and Castell-y-Bere, 
Llanfihangel-y-Pennant. 

SCOTLAND: The Wag, Forse, Caithness: 
Rowallan Castle, Ayrshire; Knap of Howar, 
Orkney; Corstorphine Dovecot, Edinburgh; 
St. Andrews West Port, Fife; St. Andrews 
Precinct Wall, Fife; Stobhall Castle, Perth- 
shire; Smailholm Tower, Roxburghshire; 
Knocknagael Boar’s Stone, Inverness-shire; 
St. Bridget’s Kirk, Dalgety Bay, Fife; and 
St. Triduan’s Wellhouse, Edinburgh. 

Museums and Galleries: Good progress 
was made with the building of the new centre 
section of the Science Museum which it is 
hoped will be completed in time to be used 
as the main hall for the Science Exhibition 
Centre for the Festival of Britain. 

Pictures: The Ministry is responsible for 
the care of some 1,700 pictures in 
Government buildings, about 300 of these 
being in Embassies and Legations abroad. 
Over 100 pictures were added to this collec- 
tion in the course of the year at a cost of 
about £1,500. These included about 20 
oil paintings; the rest being watercolours and 
prints. There has been a disappointingly 
small response from private owners to the 
Minister’s appeal in Parliament for pictures 
to be loaned to the Government for use at 
home and abroad. The purchase at small 
cost of 4,000 reproductions of well-known 
pictures to brighten up large office rooms, 
and public rooms in Government offices 
generally, has already been reported. 


6.—OTHER SERVICES 


MosiLeE LaBour Force: During the year 
the Department continued to use its Mobile 
Labour Force on urgent Government build- 
ing work, which, for one reason or another, « 
could not be adequately dealt with other- 
wise. The total industrial strength of the 
Force decreased from about 6,600 men at 
the beginning of the year to 5,200 at the end 
of the year. In addition to assisting with 
war damage work, the Force carried out a 
substantial amount of work on new Research 
Establishments. By special arrangement 
with the Building Apprenticeship and Train- 
ing Council, apprentices were employed 
with the Force for the first time. The loca- 
tion and conditions of most Force building 
sites do not provide full opportunity for the 
training of apprentices, but apprentices were 
taken on at one London depot and one pro- 
vincial site where suitable training facili- 
ties could be provided. 
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LOCAL AUTHORITY HOUSING 


Progress to June 


ETAILS of the progress made by each of the 1,470 housing authori- 

ties in England and Wales up to June 30 last are set out in 

Appendix B of the Housing Return for June,* which was published 
on August 8. Below are tables derived from the return. 

TABLE 1.—The six authorities of each category which, irrespective 
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TABLE 2.—The six authorities of each category which, together with 
private builders, have completed or rebuilt the highest number of 
permanent houses in proportion to their estimated population at June 30, 
1949, are shown below. The figures in column 8 of this table 
represent the head of population for each permanent house completed 
or rebuilt (i.e., CANTERBURY has finished one permanent house for 
every 30 of its population). 









































of population, had the highest totals of permanent and temporary Pa a ee ee 
houses completed or rebuilt were :— and housing Private builders. Head of 
Esti- associations. popula- 
mated Total. | tion per 
Local authorities Private builders. Type of popula- Rebuilt Rebuilt com- 
Esti- and housing associations. authority. tion New |war-des-| New | war-des- pleted 
mated in 000’s | houses. | troyed | houses. | troyed house. 
popula- Rebuilt Rebuilt houses. houses. 
Type of tion New war-des-| Tempor-| New war-des-| Total. 
authority. in 000’s | houses. | troyed ary houses. | troyed q) (2) (3) (4) (5) © (7) (8) 
houses. | houses. houses. CouNTY 
BOROUGHS 
COUNTY Canterbury... 26 658 67 99 44 868 30 
BorouGHS Tynemouth ... 66 | 1,712 46 134 63 | 1,955 34 
Birmingham 1,107 4,730 369 4,625 2,370 1,025 13,119 Plymouth 191 3,785 207 60 929 4,981 38 
Bristol 440 | 6,052 237 | 3,000 294 881 | 10,464 Doncaster... 80 | 1,631 — 301 5 | 1,937 41 
Liverpool 801 | 4,533 174 | 3,500 964 382 | 9,553 Sunderland 181 | 3,921 30 187 154 | 4,292 42 
Manchester 700 } 5,191 42 | 3,004 | 1,037 | -106 | 9,380 Norwich 119 | 2,151 67 408 151 | 2,777 43 
Plymouth 191 | 3,785 207 | 2,250 60 929 | 7,231 
Sheffield 514 | 3,681 98 | 2,066 841 194 | 6,880 BOROUGHS 
Beccles ... ai 7 286 —_ 33 3 322 21.7 
BOROUGHS Christchurch ... 19 574 a 253 10 837 23 
Ilford 185 | 1,308 299 305 807 | 2,719 Aylesbury... 20 716 — 14 — 790 25 
Ealing ... ; 188 | 1,219 12 645 74 462 | 2,412 Hasan on 2 52 =e 19 5 16 6.3 
Gosport me 50 | 1,416 4 600 148 162 | 2,330 Lichfield sf 10 301 — 71 372 26.6 
Luton Rios 109 1,596 6 300 221 34 2,157 Arundel ae 2 56 ie 18 oe 14 21 
Cambridge... 90 | 1,347 ~~ 350 215 6 | 1,918 
Bodie... ks 81 1,222 5 200 442 30 | 1,899 Urpan 
DIsTRICTS 
METROPOLITAN Corby ... ‘ve 14 1,000 — 20 — 1,020 14 
BOROUGHS Bletchley 9 506 — 37 — 543 16.6 
Woolwich 144 | 1,172 133 986 245 370 | 2,906 Llangefni RY. 2 110 ae 9 es 119 17 
Lewisham 228 450 2 824 20 849 | 2,145 Alderley Edge 4 199 _ 18 — 217 18 
Wandsworth 335 580 102 627 18 501 1,828 Wardle 4 196 == — = 196 20.4 
Lambeth 229 718 50 616 77 141 | 1,602 Hornsea 5 202 = 39 = 241 20.7 
Islington 240 967 20 309 33 22> | 1:35 
Hackney 173 599 56 450 9 124 | 1,238 RURAL 
Districts 
URBAN Tintwistle ibs 1 60 _— —_ —_ 60 17 
DIsTRICTS Elstree a 14 661 2 74 4 741 19 
Hornchurch 102 | 1,238 1 300 752 364 | 2,655 Romney Marsh 4 119 — 69 13 201 19.9 
Thurrock a 77 988 57 600 434 49 | 2,128 Sturminster 412 _ 39 1 452 20 
Harrow | 220 | 1,061 23 200 453 318 | 2,055 Lancaster ee 11 385 a 120 — 505 21.8 
Ruislip-North- irio — _ a 
aaa. 4 65 989 6 129 669 154 | 1,947 cone - sad sia ” 
Orpington iad 59 958 3 319 206 231 1,717 
Solihull s 67 758 4 250 532 44 | 1,588 
LONDON (L.C.C. AND METROPOLITAN BoROUGHS).—By June 30, 
RURAL 1950, the L.C.C. had completed 34,949 houses. This total was made 
Sel as | 1277 = 230 206 4 | 4717 up of 24,171 new permanent houses, 2,913 rebuilt war-destroyed 
Easington ..1 83 | 1,180 6 416 24 12 | 1,638 houses and 7,865 temporary houses. By June 30, 1950, the metropoli- 
Rotherham _... 47 998 _ 190 229 _ 1,417 tan boroughs had completed 22,982 houses. This total was made up 
a vs i te me an = : “yor of 11,789 new permanent houses, 3,833 rebuilt war-destroyed houses, 
Northwich | 33 | 1,180 es “ 104 — | 1284 and 7,360 temporary houses. Thus the L.C.C. and metropolitan 
boroughs combined have built 57,931 houses (permanent and tempor- 


























* Housing Return for England and Wales, June 30, 
Stationery Office (price, Is. 3d. net). 


1950. Appendix B, H.M.  —@Y). 


This represents one house to every 58 persons in the L.C.C. 


and metropolitan borough areas. 





LAND FOR THE ARMED 
FORCES 


Government Decisions 


FFOLLOWING a public local inquiry a 

proposal by the Air Ministry for a 
bombing range at Calshot or, alternatively, 
Warren Flats or Christchurch Bay, has now 
been withdrawn. Owing to a redeployment 
of R.A.F. units, it will be possible to dis- 
pense with a range in this area as a perma- 
nent requirement, but the existing range at 
Calshot will be needed for about 18 months 
longer. Four other decisions resulting from 
public inquiries into demands of Service 
Departments for land have also been 
reached. 

War Department Proposal in Pembroke- 
shire—The War Department proposal for 
the permanent use of land at Castlemartin, 
Pembrokeshire, together with a sea danger 
area extending some six miles from the 
shore, as an armoured fighting vehicle range, 


and an Admiralty proposal for the use of 
500 acres of this land as a naval aviation 
practice bombing range, have been approved 
by the Government. 

When firing is not in progress the public 
will be given unrestricted access to St. 
Gowan’s Head, and, subject to safety instruc- 
tions, to Stack Rock and along the cliff 
path between it and St. Gowan’s Head. 
Fishing will be interfered with as little as 
possible, and in particular advance notice 
of the firing programme will be given to 
the Fishermen’s Association. 

Ministry of Supply Firing Range in 
Cumberland.—Use of a coastal area 600 
acres in extent at Eskmeals, Cumberland, by 
the Ministry of Supply, and of a sea danger 
area for experimental and proof firing of 
naval and military artillery is also to be 
permitted. Access to the beach will be 
allowed when firing is not in progress. 

Air Ministry Range in Yorkshire.—Use 
of 820 acres on Helmsley Moor, Yorkshire, 
by the Air Ministry as a practice bombing 


range is to be permitted.. The area to be 
used for this purpose will form part of 
the total of nearly 393,000 acres which is 
the extent of the North Yorkshire Moors 
National Park proposed by the Hobhouse 
Committee. The Air Ministry will not use 
the range at week-ends, and in general pub- 
lic access to the area will be allowed when 
bombing is not in progress. Farmers will 
be given adequate warning when the range 
is to be brought into use, and the Air 
Ministry will consult with them in order 
to mitigate interference with their interests 
and rights as far as possible. 

Ministry of Supply Testing Range in 
Wiltshire—The Ministry of Supply are to 
be permitted to use, for a period of 10 
years, 2,460 acres of land at Beckhampton 
for a vertical proof and recovery range for 
testing of inert shell. The land has a 
specially suitable sub-soil necessary for the 
purpose. Alternatives suggested at the 
inquiry were examined and proved to be 
either unsuitable or impracticable. 
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‘with | WETROPOLITAN POLICE NEW INVENTIONS HOUSING MATERIALS AND 
a HOUSING Some Useful Devices COMPONENTS 
ALTHOUGH in recent months leading — British Standards Handbook 


t ye 
be Help Sought from Local Authorities builders have made it clear to most sec- A NEW PUBLICATION, Addendum No. 3 


ISIN is referred to as a tions of the industry what is required of (PD.1023) to B.S. Handbook No. 3: 1947, 
ie ii comtibeteny coun ak Se small intake them to achieve greater output and effi- has been issued to bring the 1947 edition 
(34 men) in 1949 into the ranks of the ciency, few, if any, references have been and Addendum No. 2 (PD.905) up to date. 
— | Metropolitan Police. In the annual report made to the work of at least one group of The new addendum covers summaries of 14 
(Cmd. 7985, Stationery Office, 2s. 6d. net) energetic individuals. They are the inven- additional British Standards, six revisions of 
ad of | the Commissioner of Police for the Metro- tors of new devices suitable for use in one British Standards summarised in Handbook 


pula- (cS rites: branch or another of building work. No. 3 and 12 amendments to the summaries 
lis (Sir Harold Scott, K.C.B.) writes: 
a * Lack of houses still constitutes one of | These inventors would. doubtless, have !9 Handbook No. 3 and Addendum No. 2. 


leted | oyr principal problems. We are still suf- temained longer in obscurity but for the fact For the convenience of mage ge — 
ouse. ¥ gacing from the results of the pre-war policy that the compilers of a B.B.C. Television to handle three publications and those w 

_—e . ‘ Servi f i d inter- do not have the 1947 edition, a new edition 
by which official quarters were provided on rvicé programme featuring new and Inter of Handbook No. 3 kes ako been inmmed, 
8) a very small scale, and police officers were ¢Sting inventions have brought some of them : 


A : a . : bringing the summaries of British Standards 
encouraged to live as ordinary citizens before the eyes of televiewers. in the field of housing and general building 


» among the general ne a. ~ ge ee papa Pineinso bro up to date to the end of 1949, This 1950 
34 in the comparative isolation o ocks of shown recently at a preliminary demonstra- oqition combines the contents of the 1947 
38 police quarters. tion in London. A useful-leoking device edition (dark blue cover), Addendum No. 2 
41 “In principle I have no doubt this pre- designed and made by Messrs. Mitchell and and Addendum No. 3 in ene volume. It 


3 war policy was sound and until the severe Wakerly, builders, of Huxley-road, Leyton, ha; been completely revised and many more 
housing shortage caused by the war it created E.10, was a combined paper-layer and edge- summaries added, so that it now gives an 
no serious difficulty. But it left us at the ‘Oller for use by paper-hangers. The paper- account of 279 British Standards, The 
21.7 end of the war in 1945 with only 1,090 sets layer was of the normal brush type, the ¢arlier edition of B.S. Handbook No. 3 
= of married quarters, 290 of the pre-war ‘Oller (14 in. wide boxwood) being incor- jccued in 1944 and its Supplement issued in 


a quarters having been bombed or taken over porated in one corner of the handle so that 4945 (bright blue covers) are now danger- 
266 | for urgent wartime needs, During the first it balanced with the other corner and did oysly out of date, and it is no longer wise 
27 three years after the war general restrictions "°t project awkwardly. The convenience of tg make reference to them on account of 


on police building checked any extensive this combined tool was obvious, and the the great number of major alterations sub- 
programme of housing and it was not until ‘Mventors claimed that its cost would be sequently required by the changes from war- 


14 January, 1948, that it became possible to considerably cheaper than the price charged time to peacetime production. 

16.6 make plans for anything approaching our for the layer and roller made as two separ- Copies of B.S. Handbook Ne. 3: 1950 
17 needs. ate items of equipment. “ Building Materials and Components for 
- “The staff of the Surveyor’s Department The “ paint floater” was the name given Housing,” price 25s. post free, and of PD. 


0.7 has been expanded and strengthened and a by Mr. W. J. Hoare, of Chaucer-avenue, 1023 “Addendum No. 3: 1950 to B.S. Hand- 
programme has been laid down under which Rustington, Sussex, to his new invention, beok No. 3: 1947,” price 5s. post free. can 
340 sets of quarters have been or will be Which consisted of a circular disc of light- be obtained by application to the F ‘tish 


* started during 1950 and thereafter we plan weight wood sandwiched between a thin Standards Institution, Sales Department, 24, 


9 to build 500 sets of quarters a year until ee —— and badger of plastic. Victosin-strent, Leaman, $:09-2. 

“4 such time as our nea which I estimate at rs ie gare geri Regen a? — BUILDING MATERIALS 

1.8 ve 0 a yoaerh “ae st or extracted. In each tin one of his floaters Price Index Rise During June 

2.7 me cot on aaeey pi owns Points was resting (aluminium side down) on the THE BOARD OF TRADE index of wholesale 

a pe e py hie chad t em fic pace) surface of the paint left in it, and although, prices appearing in The Board of Trade 
and’ cannot de quickly So ved by police Dull as he stated, the tins had been standing un- Journal shows that during June the index 

30, | ingalone. It is essential, as I have stressed yoog for various periods of time, no skin figure for building materials rose from a re- 

ade in previous reports, that housing authori- 


ea teaen a eaietuaaed cuisine had formed on the paint. vised figure of 2272 to 229.1. This rise took 
yed by making available to police officers a pro- _ Another device demonstrated was a pneu- place after an increase during May of 3.4, 
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TIMBER**PRODUCTION IN U.S.A. 
Forestry Experts’ Study Tour 


BRTSH forestry experts and timber im- 

porters have joined specialists from 14 
Marshall Plan countries on a six-week study 
tour of American timber production, proces- 
sing and marketing, the Economic Co- 
operation Administration Mission to the 
United Kingdom announces. 

The tour, designed to acquaint European 
forestry specialists with American methods 
which could help the Continent increase pro- 
ductivity of its forest and timber industries, 
is sponsored by the Ecenomic Co-operation 
(Marshall Plan) Administration, the Organ- 
isation for European Economic Co-operation 
and the participating countries. Dollar ex- 
penses of the project are paid from Marshall 
Aid funds. 

The four group members from the United 
Kingdom are: Mr. Percy M. Combes, of 
P. M. Combes, Ltd., Toynbee-road, East- 
leigh, Hants; Mr. Charles H. Hunter, of 
Lamb Brothers, Ltd., Irlon-road, Bootle, 
Liverpool; Mr. Charles J. Venables, of Henry 
Venables Ltd., Castletown Sawmills, Staf- 
ford; and Colonel Sidney A. Wise, of S. A. 
Wise and Co., Ltd., North Hyde Wharf, 
Southall, Middlesex. 

The tour party has been divided inte four 
groups, each to follow an itinerary planned 
by the ECA with the co-operation of the 
U.S. Forestry Service to meet the special de- 
mands of the 55 tour party members. One 
group is studying forestry; a second, methods 
of forest exploitation and timber transport; 
a third, organisation and techniques of saw- 
mills, plywood and veneer plants and wall- 
board manufacture; a fourth, the marketing 
of timber. 

The forest industry team is one of a num- 
ber of such groups with representatives from 
more than one nation. Such teams are in line 
with the Marshall Plan goal of economic in- 
tegration in Europe, as they give the mem- 
bers opportunity to consider problems of 
industry from the continental rather than the 
purely national viewpoint. 

The Marshall Plan Technical Assistance 
Programme was set up to permit the ex- 
change of ideas between the United States 
and Europe, and is aimed at fostering the 
more efficient use of time, materials, mach- 
ines and manpower. More than 100 technical 
assistance projects have been completed, and 
nearly 130 more are nearing completion. 

Countries represented on the tour in addi- 
tion to the United Kingdom are: Belgium, 
France, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden, Turkey, 
Austria, Denmark, Portugal, and the Federal 
Republic of Western Germany. 


BUILDING IN LIVERPOOL 
City Architect on ‘‘ Bottlenecks ”’ 


WHILE HOLDING the view that there was 
plenty of work ahead for everybody in the 
building industry in Liverpool, and that the 
prospects for a bumper programme for 
the production of permanent houses were 
good, Dr. Ronald Bradbury, Liverpool City 
Architect and Housing Director, has recently 
commented on shortages of material and 
labour. 

At the moment the chief bottleneck is 
bricklayers, he states in a message to all per- 
sonnel on corporation housing work. “ It is 
more than ever essential that members of 
this craft who are working on our housing 
jobs should give of their very best. Every- 
thing possible should be done on the sites 
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to assist the bricklayers and to minimise 
brickwork,” he says. Other materials should 
be substituted wherever possible in founda- 
tions, partitions, etc, 

Timber still remained in short supply, and 
the department was strictly limited as to the 
amount it could use in the construction of 
a single dwelling. “ There is scope, however, 
for ingenuity in minimising waste out on the 
sites and getting the best out of every foot 
of this scarce commodity,” he adds. 


TENSILE TESTING OF METALS 
A British Standard 


A BriTISH STANDARD for tensile testing 
of metals (B.S.18:1950)—the fourth revision 
of the standard which was first published 
in 1904—has now been issued. With the 
exception of the definition of proof stress, 
the standard has not been fundamentally 
altered. The definition of proof stress now 
adopted is, however, quite different from 
that contained in previous issues, as it has 
been amended to bring it in line with the 
practice, current in industry, of obtaining 
proof stress under load. The definition is 
amplified to indicate methods which may 
be used to ascertain if the material is satis- 
factory when the actual value of the proof 
stress is not required. 


Section One of the Standard contains the 
definitions of the principal terms relating to 
the tensile strength of materials. Section 
Two sets out in detail the forms of standard 
tensile test pieces for sheets, strips, sections, 
machined and unmachined rods and bars 
and so on. It also includes the special test 
pieces for cast iron, malleable cast iron, 
steel tubes, cylinders and wire. Section 
Three deals with the standard methods of 
procedure for tensile testing, and includes 
guidance on the preparation of the test piece 
for testing. Copies of this standard may be 
obtained from the British Standards Insti- 
tution, Sales Department, 24, Victoria-street, 
London, S.W.1, price 2s. 6d. post free. 
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SELLING HOUSES BY 
INSTALMENTS 


A New Zealand Scheme 

From a Correspondent 
N July 31 last, Mr. Marshall, the New 
Zealand Minister in charge of the State 
Advances Corporation, announced that the 
New Zealand Government had decided to 
give the opportunity of home ownership to 
all who could and would accept it. Houses 
built by the State in New Zealand can now 
be bought by their present tenants. The 
price asked is the present replacement value, 
less depreciation. The minimum deposit 
will be 5 per cent. of the price. The balance 
may be paid off under a morigage of 4 
years or less with interest at 3 per cent 
Only present tenants are able to purchase, 
There are safeguards against the resale of 

the houses within seven years. 

Many builders and members of housing 
committees in this country will no doubt 
hold the view that a similar scheme might 
well be introduced by Mr. Aneurin Bevan 
and the Ministry of Health. As a matter 
of fact, there is good precedent for the sale 
of municipal houses in England and Wales. 
The original plan for this was issued to 
local authorities 30 years ago. Under 
General Housing Memorandum No. 33, 
issued by Dr. Addison, then Minister of 
Health, in the autumn of 1920, guidance 
was given to local authorities as to the 
conditions to be observed in the sale, by 
instalments, of municipal houses. 

At that time the purchaser was required 
to make an immediate cash payment on 
completion of the purchase of at least £20, 
where the period of repayment was 15 years, 
and of at least £50 where the period of 
repayment was 25 years. The balance was 
paid in monthly or weekly instalments. 
Interest was calculated at 6} per cent. per 
annum. The lines of the mortgage followed 
those adopted by building societies. A modi- 
fication of this scheme, adapted to the con- 
ditions of 1950, may well be introduced in 
this country. 


PLANNING PERMISSION FOR 
W.D. REPAIRS 


Evidence at Inquiry 


“PLANNING PERMISSION FOR SALE, 4 
play by Coventry Corporation,” was how 
a solicitor, Mr. J. Vose, described a cas 
investigated at a Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning.inquiry at Coventry on 
August 1. 

Mr. Vobe was appearing for the owners 
of property at 31, Cross Cheaping, Coventry, 
who appealed against a decision made by 
Coventry Corporation with regard to plan- 
ning permission. 

He said that the property was damaged by 
war bombing. The parts affected were the 
roof and third storey of the rear part of the 
premises. Planning permission to carry out 
repairs had been granted on the grounds that 
the building was due to be removed by the 
end of December 1957. 

During the time that the application was 
being considered the damaged part became 
dangerous and repairs were carried out. Aa 
appeal was made in 1949 against the decision 
to remove the building. 

The Council then proposed, said Mr. Vobe, 
that unlimited permission could be given if 
it were agreed that the increased value 
attributable to the repairs would be deducted 
from the price offered when the property was 
compulsorily acquired. Mr. Vobe alleged 
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that the Council in effect said: “ You can 
have unlimited planning permission if you 
secure for us some money which the Act 
does not entitle us to have.” 

Mr. J. BESSERMAN, senior assistant 
solicitor to the Coventry Corporation, said 
that this was in the nature of a test case, and 
that the Corporation attached importance to 
the Minister’s decision. He said the local 
authority had sought some method by which 
the use of War Damage Commission money 
by the appellant was not a loss to the Cor- 
poration. 

Mr. Besserman thought it was a “most 
unhappy suggestion” that there was any 
question of the local authority saying: “ Here 
are planning permissions to sell.” 

Mr. Vobe replied that the Corporation’s 
attitude put a premium on activity in getting 
war damage repairs carried out. 


LONDON GOVERNMENT 
ACT, 1950 
Loan Sanctions 


[N a letter to the metropolitan borough 
councils and the L.C.C., the Minister 
of Health draws attention to the London 
Government Act, 1950, which received the 
Royal assent on July 28. The Act, which 
comes into force on October 1 next, transfers 
to the Minister the loan sanctioning pewers 
of the London County Council under Section 
124 of the London Government Act, 1939. 
As from that date the Minister will be the 
sanctioning authority for borrowing by 
metropolitan borough councils for all pur- 
poses. Each application for the Minister’s 
sanction should be accompanied by a copy 
of the resolution of the council authorising 
the application. As regards procedure gener- 
ally, the terms of circular 47/50 will apply. 
Acquisition of Land: Where the applica- 
tion relates to the acquisition of land, a 
report by the district valuer will be required. 
If the acquisition is to be by compulsory 
purchase, the district valuer’s report 
should be sent in when the order is sub- 
mitted for confirmation, or as soon as pos- 
sible afterwards. District valuers will also 
be prepared, if requested, to carry out nego- 
tiations. The procedure for the approval of 
housing schemes will be as set out in circular 
24/50 and its aceompanying memorandum, 
copies of which were sent te metropolitan 
borough councils for information. 
Transitional Arrangements: The Minister 
has no power to entertain formal applica- 
tions for sanction in advance of the date 
prescribed by the Act. In order to ensure a 
smooth transfer of powers, however, it is 
desirable that preliminary steps should begin 
at once. It is requested, therefore, that no 
further applications should be sent to the 
London County Council except in cases of 
urgency in which loan sanction is particularly 
Tequired before October 1 next. In other 
cases, informal application for approval 
should from now on be made to the Minis- 
ter, supported by all the particulars necessary 
to enable the department to examine the pro- 


posals. The formal application for loan 
sanction should be delayed until after 
October 1. Where applications for sanction 


made to the London County Council under 
existing arrangements have not been dealt 
with by October 1, it will not be necessary 
to make a fresh application to the Minister. 
Such cases will be transferred by the London 
County Council to the department, and the 
decision will be issued by the Minister with- 
out further formality. District valuers’ 
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reports will not be required in cases in 
which the work has already been substan- 
tially done by another valuer under arrange- 
ments hitherto customary, provided that a 
certificate is submitted that the valuation has 
been done in accordance with the provisions 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES registered 
in England have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration 
agents : — 

B. Goodman and Sons (Timber), Ltd. 
(484,878). Regd. July 29, 88/92, Weymouth- 
ter., Hackney-rd., E.2. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 
Dir.: B. Goodman, 4, Wolmer-gardens, 
Edgware, Mdx. Page and Jones, Ltd. 
(484,906). Regd. July 29, 2a, Greendale-rd., 
Blaby, Leics, bldr. and contractor. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dir.: F. Jones, Willows 
Farm, Blaby, Leics. Rutherford and Stan- 
ton, Ltd. (484,908). Regd. July 29, Broad- 
st. Jetty, Coventry, timber mchts., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £15,000. Dir.: V. N. Rutherford, 51, 
Daventry-rd., Coventry. H. Robeson and 


Co., Ltd. (484,891). Regd. July. 29, 48, 
Belvedgre-rd.. Upper Norwood, _ S.E.19, 
bldr. and contractor. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 


Dir.: H. Robeson, 48, Belvedere-rd., S.E.19. 

John S. Murhill, Ltd. (484,893). Regd. July 
29, 52, North End, Croydon, cellulosers, 
paint sprayers, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: L. W. Hillier, 97, Northcote-rd., West 
Croydon. Dellar and Son, Ltd. (484,885). 
Regd. July 29, 298, Hatfield-rd., St. Albans, 
bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: R. E. 
Dellar, 41, Prospect-rd., St. Albans. Elmech 
(1950), Ltd. (484,930). Regd. July 31, Salis- 
bury-rd., Broadheath, Altrincham, mnfrs. of 
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elec. lighting equipment, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. Dir.: J. Mott, 68, Northenden-rd., 
Sale. Wiseman, Tranter and Matthews, Ltd. 
(484,920). Regd. July 29, Bibsworth-ave., 
Moseley, Birmingham, 13, bldrs. and contrac- 
tors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: E. A. T. 
Tranter, 92, Newborough-rd., Shirley, Bir- 
mingham. 

Lewis and Watters, Ltd. (484,948). Regd. 
July 31, Lime-ave., Lillington, Leamington 
Spa, bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£20,000. Dir.: W. H. Lewis, 186, Cubbing- 
ton-rd., Lillington, Leamington Spa. Brad- 
field Hall Industries, Ltd. (484,969). Regd. 
August 1, to sell, let, mortgage and dispose 
of bldg. estates, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: R. D. King, Bradfield Hall, Bradfield, 
Berks. Geo. Gallagher, Ltd. (484,978). 
Regd. August 1, 81, Middleton-rd., Morley, 
Yks., bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,500. Dir.: H. D. West, 21, Park-la., 
Leeds, 8. A. Mead, Ltd (484,965). Regd. 
August 1, 89, Ellerton-rd., Tolworth, Surrey, 
plumbers and decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£300. Dir.: A. A. W. Mead, 89, Ellerton- 
rd.. Tolworth, Surrey. 

Rideout Brothers (Builders), Ltd. (484,993). 
Regd. August 1, 393, High-rd., Leyton, E.10. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. G. Rideout, 
214, Gordon-ave., Camberley. Thomas 
Ellis and Son, Ltd. (484,997). Regd. August 
1, 94, Westoe-rd., South Shields, bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: 
T. Ellis and Jane E. Ellis, 52, Blagdon-ave., 
Sth. Shields. G. H. Revill, Ltd. (484,979). 
Regd. August 1, 55a, High-st., Ruislip, Mdx., 
bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. __ Dirs.: 
G. H. Revill and Clarrie Revill, 158, East- 
cote-rd., Ruislip, Mdx. Ravensbourne Con- 
struction, Ltd. (485,016). Regd. August 2, 
30, Ravensbourne Park, Catford, S.E.6, bldg., 
constructional, mechanical, welding, sanitary 
and electrical engrs., etc. Nom cap.: £100. 
Dir.: R. Aitken, 30, Ravensbourne Park, 
Catford, S.E.6. 

Ridley (South Shields), Ltd. (485,018). 
Regd. August 2, 3, St. Mary’s-ave., Harton. 
Sth. Shields, bldrs., bricklayers, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dir.: J. W. Ridley, 3, St. 
Mary’s-ave., Harton, Sth. Shields. John C. 
Burton and Sons, Ltd. (485,009). Regd. 
August 2, “ The Carrs,” Framwellgate Moor, 
Durham, wood and timber mchts., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dir.: J. C. Burton, “ The 
Carrs,” Framwellgate Moor, Durham. 
W. Harvey (Builders), Ltd. (485,026). Rgd. 
August 2, 93, Gray’s Inn-rd., W.C.1. Nom. 
cap.: £500.  Dirs.: W. Harvey and Elsie 
Harvey, 47, Barrington-rd., Sutton Com- 
mon, Sutton, Surrey. E. Cyril Taylor and Co., 
Ltd. (485,043). Regd. August 3, 1, Robin 
Hood-st. Cheetham Hill, Manchester, 8, 
elec., scientific, research, mech. and construc- 
tional engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: 
E. C. Taylor, 72, Heaton Park-rd., Blackley, 
Manchester. 

F. H. Wiffen and Co., Ltd. (485,046) 
Regd. August 3, 253, South-st., Romford, 
Essex, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 
Dir.: A. C. Houston, 4, Crown Parade, Up- 
minster-rd., Rainham. Johnson Industrial 
Finishers, Ltd. (485,056). Regd. August 3, 
80/82, Scoresby-st., Blackfriars, S.E., stove 
enamellers, etc. Nom. cap.: £4,000. Dir.: 
H. C. Johnson, 60, Cuckoo Hill-rd., Pinner. 
Lester and Lester, Ltd. (485,060). Regd. 
August 3, 42, Matlock-way, New Malden, 
Surrey, bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: A. G. Lester, 27, Skeena- 
hill, Southfields, S.W.18. Witney Stone Co., 
Ltd. (485,074). Regd. August 3, Besselsleigh- 
rd., Abingdon, Berks. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 
Dir.: R. W. Amey, Rowleigh House, Bessels- 
leigh, Abingdon. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


M.O.H. Circular. 

The Ministry of Health has recently issued 
Circular 62/50, ‘“ National Health Service 
Ambulance Stations, Notes on the siting and 
planning of new stations.” 

Outdoor Advertisements in Cheltenham. 

The Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning has informed the Borough of Chelten- 
ham that he will confirm an application to 
make certain parts of the Borough areas of 
special control for outdoor advertisements. 


Building Employment Figures. 

According to the latest figures published 
by the Ministry of Labour, the number of 
persons employed in the building and civil 
engineering industries at the end of June was 
1,491,000. This figure is 4,000 above that 
for the previous month and 29,000 above 
that for the end of 1949. 


New Appointments. 

Mr. W. J. Scott, chief assistant architect 
with South Shields Corporation, has been 
appointed chief architect to the Peterlee 
Development Corporation. Mr. W. C. Ire- 
land, acting surveyor to the Prudhoe-on- 
Tyne U.D.C. for the past 18 months, has 
been promoted to surveyor. 

Mr. W. H. Smith, deputy surveyor with 
Houghton-le-Spring U.D.C. (Co. Durham), 
has been appointed surveyor in succession to 
Mr. V. J. Hunter, who is retiring through 
ill health after 22 years’ service. Mr. R. W. 
Thomas, of Wem (Shropshire) Urban and 
Rural Councils, has been appointed surveyor 
to Alston R.D.C. 

Space Demands at 1951 B.L.F. 

The exceptional demand for space at the 
1951 British Industries Fair, which will be 
held in London, at Earls Court and Olympia, 
and in Birmingham, at Castle Bromwich, 
from April 30 to May 11, indicates the deter- 
mination of British industry to show the 
widest range of its finest products in Festival 
of Britain year. The response to application 
forms for space is already an all-time record 
and indicates that this will be the largest 
and most comprehensive trade fair ever 
organised in Britain. A world-wide publicity 
campaign is being planned and will again 
include a special effort in North America. 
There is every reason to hope that the 
record of 19,005 overseas buyers who visited 
the B.I.F. last year will be surpassed. 
Holiday Agreement. 

The National Federated Electrical Associa- 
tion state agreement has been reached 
by the National Joint Industrial Councif 
that if a paid statutory holiday occurs dur- 
ing the period in which an operative is tak- 
ing his annual paid holiday in accordance 
with the Industry’s Annual Paid Holiday 
Agreement dated June 2, 1943 (pages 472- 
478 of the 1949-50 E.C.A. Year Book and 
pages 45-52 of the 1949 N.F.E.A. Industrial 
Agreements Booklet), or the Category II 
Holidays with Pay Agreement (pages 502- 
503 of the 1949-50 E.C.A. Year Book and 
pages 75-6 of the 1949 N.F.E.A. Industrial 
Agreements Booklet), he is entitled to an 
alternative paid holiday in substitution 
either immediately following the paid annual 
holiday or subsequently during the same 
calendar year. Both the Annual Paid Holi- 
days Agreement and the Industry’s Bank, 
Statutory and other Holidays Agreement will 
be amended to give effect to this decision 
and the wording of the amendments in ques- 
tion will be forwarded in due course. This 
decision came into operation on July 19. 
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TRADE NEWS 
Fire at Glass Supplies Office. 


Messrs. Alfred Goslett and Co., Ltd., write 
that in spite of their glass order and delivery 
office and most of their glass records being 
destroyed in a fire on the night of August 
10, business is being carried on as usual from 
127, Charing Cross-road, W.C.2. 


Association’s List of Members. 


The Ballast, Sand and Allied Trades Asso- 
ciation, 48, Park-street, London, W.1, has 
just published a list of its members with 
addresses and telephone numbers. Pit 
owners and wharfingers are classified accord- 
ing to counties and the situation is given of 
pits, railway sidings, waterside wharves, 
asphalt and tarmacadam plants. 


Dragline Buckets Production. 


It is announced by Jack Olding and Co., 
Ltd., of MHatfield, Herts, distributors of 
Lima excavators in the United Kingdom 
and Eire, that the first British-made Hen- 
drix dragline buckets will come off the pro- 
duction line in the first week of September 
next. 

Firm’s Exhibition Display. 

The main industries served, and the types 
of enamels, lacquers, paints and varnishes 
most suitable for particular purposes, 
are shown by Jenson and Nicholson, Ltd., 
on their stand at the Industrial Finishes 
Exhibition at Olympia. An _ illuminated 
chart shows the world-wide network of 
the firm’s organisation. It gives details 
of the associated companies overseas each of 
which is a complete manufacturing entity 
with its own fully-equipped factory and 
laboratories. The interchange of technical 
data between these associations and the 
parent company provides a pool of informa- 
tion and experience which is at the service 
of industrial users. The Exhibition closes 
on September 8. 

















STANDARD TEXT BOOKS 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
10th Edition, revised 
This famous work presents in tabulated 
form the methods of the valuation and 
| measurement of building and engineering 
Many diagrams. 
30s. net (by post, 31s.) 
MODEL BUILDING BYELAWS 
ILLUSTRATED 
By G. E. MITCHELL 
2nd Edition, revised 
Indispensable to all connected with the 
Building Trade, containing the full text of 
the Model Building Byelaws, with notes 
and diagrams. 15s. net (by post, 15s. 9d.) 
THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition, revised 
“The success of the book depends not 
merely on the author’s obvious mastery of 
his subject... but even more on his 
uncommon gift of lucid explanation.’’—The 
Architects’ Journal. 18s. net (by post, 18s. 9d.) 
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
By C. F. & G. A. MITCHELL 
Elementary.—Reprinting. 20th Edition, 
revised and enlarged, ready Sept. Price on 
publication. 
10s. 6d. net (by post, 11s. 1d.) 
Advanced.—15th Edition. Over 1,000 pp. 
800 illustrations. 15s. net (by pest, 15s. 11d.) 
' Write for new Catalogue of books on Building 
echnique, now ready. 
B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept. 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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Pure Air Compressor. 


A new departure for the Hymatic Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., Redditch, Worcs., is the 
production of a diaphragm-type compressor 
which is designed to provide air free from 
oil for special processes in medical and indus- 
trial laboratories and, in fact, for any instal- 
lation where small quantities of low pressure 
air are required. A special feature of the 
compressor is the arrangement of the valves, 
which are quiet in operation. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


Housing Figures for June 


NEW PERMANENT HOUSES completed in 
Scotland in June totalled 2,786, while the 
total number of new houses provided during 
the quarter April to June was 6,708. Allto- 
gether 110,178 new permanent and temporary 
houses have now been provided in Scotland 
under the post-war housing programme. In- 
cluding accommodation made available by 
conversions, requisitioning and the use of 
Service camps, the total number of new 
homes is now 123,333. 

These figures are included in the quarterly 
housing return issued on August 5 by the De- 
partment of Health for Scotland. 

Of the new permanent houses completed 
in June, 2,642 were built by local authorities 
and the Scottish special housing association, 
129 by private enterprise and 15 by Govern- 
ment departments. 

The number of new permanent and tem- 
porary houses completed since January 1, 
1945, and let to miners and agricultural 
workers is: Miners, 13,274 (10,475 permanent 
and 2,799 temporary); agricultural workers, 
3,277 (2,760 permanent and 517 temporary). 

Building and engineering labour employed 
on housing at the end of June totalled 26,100, 
a decrease of 300 compared with the March 
figure. 

In England and Wales the total number of 
new houses provided during June was 15,321. 
This brings the total of new, temporary and 
permanent houses completed there under the 
post-war housing programme to 768,124. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Estimated to cost £180,000, Aberdeen 
Harbour Trust is to carry out at Albert Quay a 
station works scheme for which the architect and 
engineer is Mr. J. Anderson, M.1L.C.E., Harbour 
Trust Offices, Albert Quay, Aberdeen. 

East Kilbride.—Plans are in hand for scheme of 
houses in connection with the new town at the Lime- 
kilns housing site, and for which the architect is 
Mr. Donald Reay, .B.A., resident architect, 
Torrence House Offices, East Kilbride. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for new scheme, 
the fourth development of the Milton housing 
estate, which scheme consists of 416 Jouses_and 
for which the architect is Mr. Archibaki G. Jury, 
F.R.I.B.A., Corporation Housing Offices, Glasgow 
Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, E.C.1. . 

Glasgow.—New public school. at Glensjean-st. 
Architect, Mr. John MacNab, F.R.I.B.A., 129, Bath- 
st., Glasgow, W.C.2. } 

Glasgow.—Additions to the Charlotte-st. public 
school, for which the architects are Gillespie, Kidd 
& Coia, F.R.I.B.A., Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo- 
st.. Glasgow, W.C.2. ‘ 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared by their own 
architect for the new storage accommodation at 
Wilton-st. which William McEwan & Co., Ltd, 
Fountain Brewery, Fountainbridge, Edinburgh, are 
to have constructed. . 

Glasgow.—New additions and alterations for the 
George Picture House (Glasgow), Ltd., at The 
Cinema, St. George’s-rd., for which the architects 
are Gavin Paterson & Son, A.R.I.B.A., 6, Cadzow- 
st., The Cross, Hamilton. : 

Glasgow.—Plans are in the hands of their owD 
staff, at the Architectural Department, 36, Herbert 
st., Hillhead, for additions and other works on the 
Howard-Jamaioa-st. warehouse by Cooper & C0. 
(Stores), Ltd.. General Warehousemen. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions at The 
School of Accountancy Buildings, West Regent-tt., 
for which the architects are William Baillie & Son, 
4, West Regent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Lanarkshire.—56 houses on a Crawford site, 
for which the architect is Mr. Samuel MacColl, 
County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (tT) denotes c losing 
date for applications : the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


AUGUST 23. 
*tBirmingham T.C.—Erection of (a) 32 houses and 
maisonettes on Hil'yfields estate, Harborne (con- 
tract 143), and (b) 32 houses, same estate (contract 


included 


144). H. J. Manzoni, E. & S., Civic Centre, 
Birmingham. 1. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 
*+Enfield U.D.C.—48 flats, Pevensey-ave. F. Lee, 


EF. & S., 7. Little Park-gdns. Tenders by Septem- 
ber 15. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tRomford B.C.—Erection of 10 
with six ftats above, and 10 ‘ock-up garages on 
Gobions estate. A. S. Wilson & Partners, surveyors, 
8, Princes-st., Storey’s Gate, S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by Se ptember 19. 


AUGU 


lock-up shops 


UST 2 
*tEast Suffolk C.C.—Farm ‘buildings, Hopton, 
near Lowestoft. E. J. Symcox. F., County Archi- 
tect, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Septem- 


5 
=r U.D.C.—Erection of 100 houses on 
Fox-la. (south) estate. E. & S., Town Hall, Farn- 
borongh, Hants. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tGravesend T.C.—New riverside café and kitchen 
at Gordon Promenade. B.E. & S., 6, Woodville- 


terr. Dep. £2 2s. 








*+Southampton C.B.—Erection of houses (three 
contracts) at Beechwood estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 
*tWorcestershire €.C.~-Erection of county prim. 
schoo] at The Lickey. Bromsgrove. Ni icol, Nicol & 
Thomas, architects, 111, New-st., Birmingham, 2. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 26. 


*+Bromley T.C.—Block of flats at Hope Park. 
B.E., Municipai Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tDeptford B.C.—Erection of block of 20 flats at 


Malpas-rd. (west) site, S.E.4. T.C., Deptford Town 


Hall, 8.E.14. 
AUGUST 28. iW 
Colchester T.C.—Erection of 28 b'ocks containing 
79 houses on the Shrub End site. West 
Stockwell-st., Colchester. Dep. £2 2s. for each 
lock. 
_ C.C.—Six pairs of semi-detached 
houses for C.C. and five pairs for the Border 
R.D.C. at Wetherall, nr. Carlisle. John H. 
Hanghan. County A.. 15, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 
*tEnfield U.D.C.—Erection of 12 flats at High-st., 


Ponders End. Frank Lee, A.M.I.C.E., F.R.1.CS., 
E. & S., 7, Little Park-gdns., Enfield. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by October 5. 


Huddersfield T.C.—Erect:on of 20 police houses 
on various sites. Boro’ A., High-st.-bidgs. Dep. 
£2 2s. : 

Littlehampton U.D.C.—Erection of 18 s.d. houses 
at Wickbourne site. J. A. Young, E. & S., Council 
Offices. Littlehampton. Dep. £2 2s. 

South Shields T.C.—Erection of 30 houses on 
Harton Bownhill section of Marsden-rd. honsing 
area. B.E., Town Hal, South Shields. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 29. : 

Bedworth U.D.C.—Construction of public con- 
veniences in Chapel-st. E. & S. to Council, 134, 
Newtown-rd., Bedworth. Dep. £2 2s 

North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board.—Work 
in connection with Giascarnock-Luichart-Torr 
Achilty Project (contract No. 38). Sir Alexander 
Gibb & Partners, engineers, 43, Northumberland- 
st., Edinburgh 5. or Queen -Anne’s Lodge, West- 
minster, §.W.1. Dep. £5. 

*tWorthing B.C.—Erection 
Maybridge estate (section 5). 
Worthing. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 30. 

Alcester R.D.C.—FErection of 14 houses at Toms 
Town-!a.. Studley, and 10 lock-up garages, Foster- 
ave. F. B. Andrews & Son, architects, 95, Colmore- 
row, Birmingham, 3. Dep. £2 2s. 

Falmouth T.C.—Erection of four pairs of bunga- 
lows at the Marlborough _taiate. B.S., Municipal- 
bldgs., Fa:mouth. Dep. 

*tilford B.C.—Erection > (a) 54 flats en Maypole 
estate, Eorkingside, and (b) 57 flats at Mossford 
Green. E. & S., Town Hall, Ilford. 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Extensions to 
operating theatre at Royal Bath Hospital, Corn- 
wall-rd., Harrogate, —_ to Board, 29-31, 
Eastgate, Leeds, 2. Dep. £2 2s 
“tLeeds Regional Hospital Beard.—Alterations to 
old Scarlet Fever Block and Annexe at Wharfedale 
Hospital, Burley-rd., Measton. Architect to Board, 
2-31, Eastgate, Leeds, 2. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
September 14. 


of 18 dwellings on 
& §., Town Hall, 


THE BUILDER 


‘tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Alterations to 


X-ray and theatre hut and covered way at General 
Hospital, Otley. Architect to Board, 29-31, East- 
gate, Leeds, 2. Dep. £2 2a. Tenders by 


September 14. 

tLincoin (Parts of Lindsey) c.C.—Superinten- 
dent’s House and 2 ins pectors’ houses at Town 
Hall-sq., Scunthorpe. Charles B. Pearson & Son 
(F.), 18, Dalton-sq., : 

Milford Haven U.D.C. 
Observatory estate. E. 


on of 56 houses at 


Town Hall. Dep. 





& S., 





of 20 houses at Lam- 


oo R.D.C.—Erection 






bourn-rd., Speen. E. G. Hampsh surveyor 
Pheen:x House, Newbury. £2 : 
“tWhitchurch (Salop) ection of 12 
houses on Smallbrook-rd. nk Clayton, C., 
Council Offices, Whitchurch, Shr ropshire. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 31, 

‘Chesterfield R.D.C.—Erection of 10 aged persons’ 
bungalows at Hilyfields estate, North Wingfield. 
J. B. Wikeley, Council’s en eer, Rural Council 
House, Saitergate, Chesterfield. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 1. 

Strood R.D.C.—Erection of 10 







houses at All- 


hallows-rd., Stoke, and four bungalows and eight 
houses, School-la., Higham. D. P. Terry, E. & S 
Council Offices, Frindsbury Hill, Strood. Dep 
£5 5s. 

SEPTEMBER 2. 
_ Darton U.D.C.—Erection of 10 bungalows on 


Staincross Common housing site and six on 
S 


Uplands-ave., Kexborough. Wilson, Council 
Offices, Darton, nr. Barnsley. 

tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—<Alterations 
and adaptations at Fulford Hospital. York. Archi- 


tect to the Board, 29/31, Eastgate, Leeds, 2. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by October 25. 

River Great Ouse Catchment Board.—Construction 
of r.c. road bridge at Roswell Pitts, Ely. En- 


gineer to the- Board, “ Elmhurst,” Brooklands-ave., 
Camneides. Dep. £1 1s. 

Seaford U.D.C.—Erection of _30 houses on the 
Chyngton housing estate. & §., Municipal 
Offices, Seaford. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 4. 

Battle R.D.C.— Erection of 35 houses on the 
Darvel Down housing estate, Netherfield, Battle, 
Sussex. ' . Neave, A.R.I.B.A., 38, Mount-st., 
Battle. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Bootle C.B.—Erection of 12 flats on Captain’s- 
la. site, near Ford station (scheme 15a). Boro’ S., 
Town Hall, Bootle, Lancs. Dep. £2 2s. 

Brighton ‘Tc Erection of 20 houses at Coldean 
estate, Parkside extension. D. J. Howe, E. & S., 
26-30, King’s-rd., Brighton. Dep. £2 2s. 

Brighton T.C.—36 houses on the Lower Beven- 
dean estate. B.E. & S., 26-30, King’s-rd., Brighton. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Chingford B.C.—Alterations and erection of new 
haa room at Larkswood Wy ag pool. Boro’ 

Town Hall, E.4. Dep. £2 

tEast Suffolk PP ie thr otg ‘of 
station at Hopton, near Lowestoft. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


police section 
County A. 














Having Secured 
the Contract- 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 





For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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Huddersfield T.C.—Extension of 54 s.d. houses 


on Dalton estate. Boro’ A., High-st.-bldgs. Dep. 
2 2s. 
tKingston-upon-Hull T.C.—Construction of sub- 


Structure only of new pumping station in con- 
nection with the West Hull and Haltenprice joint 
main drainage scheme. City E., Guildhall, 
Kingston-upon-Hull. Dep. £5. Tenders by 
October 30. 
Lambeth B.C. 


venience in Boyce-st., 






surface public con- 
Batterbury, 


‘tion of 
Waterloo. Mr. 


B.Sc., Boro’ E., Lambeth Town Hall, S.W.2. Dep. 
£2 Qs. 

*tSouthall B.C.—Erection of houses, bungalows 
and flats within borough. E. & S., Town Hall, 
Southall. 


SEPTEMBER 5. 

Erith B.C.—Erection of 6 blocks of flats on 
Lesney Farm estate. John H. Clayton, E. & §, 
Council Offices, Erith, Kent. Dep. £2 2s. 

Grimsby T.C.—Erection of (1) 20 flats on two sites 
on the Nunsthorpe estate; (2) eight shops and 
flats on the Nunsthorpe estate - (3) 12 lock-up 
garages and access road on - Nunsthorpe estate ; 


(4) 12 old persons’ dwellings on the Boulevard- 
ave. site; (5) eight houses “on the Nunsthorpe 
estate; (6) eight houses on the Littlecoats estate; 


(7) eight houses on the Grange estate; (8) two 
children’s homes on adjacent sites in the Nuns- 
t} horpe estate. B.E, & S., Municipal Offices, Town 
Hal:-sq., Grimsby. Dep. £2 2s. for each work. 
Swadlincote U. D.C.—24 houses at Parliament-st. 
site, Newhall. E. & S., Bank House, Midland-rd. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 6. 

Swansea C.B.—Construction of r.c. bridge with 
piled foundation on the east side approach road, 
nv. Baldwin’s Works, between Swansea and Jersey 
Maiine, B.E. & §., The Guildhall, Swansea. Dep. 
£5. 


SEPTEMBER 8. 


tEsher U.D.C.—Ereetion of 78 dwellings on 
Cranbrook-dr. estate. E. & S., Council Offices, 
Esher. Dep. £2 2s. 


mortuary at 
F.R.I.CS 
£2 2s. 


Harrow U.D.C.—Extensions to 
Byron-rd., Wealdstone. H. W. Rackham, 
E. & S., Council Offices, Stanmore. Dep. 


SEPTEMBER 9. 

Heywood B.C.—Erection of 40 houses on Rose 
Hill-st. site. A. Middleton. BSc... E. & S., 
Munieipal-bldgs., Heywood. Dep. £3 &. 

Wisbech B.C. — Erection of one block of six shops 
and three flats on Mount Pleasant, Bath-rd. estate. 
B.E. & S., Exchange-sq., Wisbech. Dep. £1 1s. 

SEPTEMBER 11. 

Aireborough U.D.C.—Erection 
Bolton House estate, Yeadon, nr. Leeds. 
Tunnell, B.Sc.(Eng.), E. & §., Council Offices, 
Micklefield House, Rawdon, nr. Leeds. Dep. £2. 

Horsforth U.D.C.—Erection of 14 bungalows at 
Drury-la, site. J. Marsden, E., Horsforth Hal, 
Horsforth. Dep. £3 3s. 

Southport C.B.—General building work at Public 
Abattoizs, Poplar-st., Southport. Boro’ E., Town 


of 26 houses on 


Hall. 

Towyn U.D.C.—Erection of 14 houses in Towyn 
and 12 in Aberdovey. Nicol, Nicol & Thomas, 
A.R.I.B.A., Whitehouse, 111, New-st., Birming- 


ham, 2. Dep . £5 Ss. 
SEPTEMBER 13. 
*Huntingdon R.D.C.—Erection of dwellings at 
various sites. H. E. Doe, -A.R.I.B.A., 4, Market- 
hill, Huntingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 14. 


*Nottingham City.—Infants’ oe, Melbury-rd., 
Bilborough. R. M. Finch, City E. & S. Dep. £2. 


SEPTEMBER 18. 
Ross and Gromerty C.C.—Constructien of r.c. 
bridge. Blyth and Blyth, MM.I.C.E.. engineers, 
135, George-st., Edinburgh, 2. Dep. £5 5 


Skipton U.D.C.—Erection of 14 bun caine on 
Horse-cl. estate. K. B. Robinson, B.Sc., surveyor, 
Town Hall, Skipton. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 20. 

Tyne Improvement Commission.—Construction of 
t.c. deep-water riverside quay at Tyne Dock, South 
Shields. Rendel Palmer and Tritton, engineers, 
125, Victoria-st., London, S.W.1. Dep. £20. 

SEPTEMBER 23. 

“Exmouth U.D.C.—Building work connected with 

reorganisation of Dotton pumping station. G. 


Hill & Sons. civil engineers, 51, Mosley-st., Man- 
chester, 2, Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 14. 


“Syrian Ministry of Public Works.—Pumping and 
generating units for Aleppo water supply scheme. 
Syrian Legation, 19, Kensington Palace-gdns., 


London, W.8 
NOVEMBER 16. 

N.S.W. Dept. of Main Roads.—Work in connec- 
tion with construction of a steel and r.c. bridge 
over Middle Harbour at The Spit, Sydney, New 
South Wales, (a) manufacture, supply of metal- 
work and machinery, and (b) construction of 
superstructure and final —* Agent-Gen. 
for N.S.W., 56-57, Strand, W.C.2 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


SEPTEMBER °8. 
*Barnes B.C.—External decoration of 
W. R. Shepherd, A.M.I.C.E.. F.R.I.C.S., E. 
Municipa} Offices, Sheen-la., S.W.14. 


78 houses. 
& &., 
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SEPTEMBER 10. ’ 
*Saddieworth U.D.C.—Supply of memorial plates 


to be affixed to Pots and Pans War Memorial. 
A. J. Mowcroft & Son, architects, Priory-bldgs., 
Union-st., Oldham. 


NO DATE. 

*Hendon 8.C.—ConversioOn of certain fixed 
windows to opening lights and running hot water 
supply to lavatory basins, etc., at Algernon-rd. 
mixed and _ infants’ schoo! A. O. Knight, 
M.Inst.C.E., E. & S., Town Hall, N.W.4. De p. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 
AUGUST 28. 


Uxbridge U.D.C.—Constraction of ceo ete. 
on Evelyns Estate, Hillingdon. > G. Stripp, 
.M.LC.E., E. & S., Council Offices, as, High-st., 


Uxbridge, "Middx. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 30. 

Merton and Morden U.D.C.—Reconstruction work 
in London-rd., Morden, consisting of approx. 800 
lin. yds. of kerbing, 300 sq. yds. concrete haunching 
and the laying of 6,600 sq. yds. of 1-in. bituminous 
carpet by - hanical spreader, E. & S., Morden 


Hail, S.W.1 
AUGUST 31. 
*Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Paving 
Leigh School, Belfairs. Architect to Ed. 
Municipal-bldgs. Annexe, 30, Alexandra-st., 
end. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 1. 
+ Lianidtoes B.C.—Improvement to existing 
sewage works consisting of alterations to existing 


work at West 
Comm., 
South- 


tanks, the construction of concrete distribution 
tunnels, two small pumping stations, etc. Howard 
Humphreys & Sons, 191, Victoria-st:, S.W.1. Dep. 


£3 3s. Tenders by September 8. 

SEPTEMBER 2. 
Newmarket R.D.C.—Construction of covered ser- 
vice reservoir of 500,000 capacity, with mass con- 
crete wails and reinforced roof at parish of Cheve- 


ley. ge and Simpson, engineers, 10, Park- 
row, Leeds, 1. Dep. £5. 

Wantage R.D.C--Construction of sewage dis- 
posal works and pumping station, etc. L. Wood- 


ate, C., Council Offices, Belmont, Wantage, Berks. 
ep. £2 2s 
SEPTEMBER 4. 

Leicester T.C.—Road and sewer works on the 
Eyres Monsell estate. City S., Town Hall, Leices- 
ter. Dep. £1 1s. 

SEPTEMBER 5. 

Bury St. Edmunds B.C.—Construction of r.c. 
water tower of 100,000 gallons capacity, with a 
pumpouse in the basement, B.S. & W.E., Borough 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s 

SEPTEMBER 6. 

Frinton and Walton U.D.C.—Construction of 
roads and sewers on Bemerton estate, Kirby Cross. 
E. &S., Council House, Frinton-on-Sea. Dep. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 8. 

Ashbourne ‘®.D.C.—Construction of pipe sewers, 
with manholes and a sewage purification works in 
the Parish of Brassington. Elliott and Brown, 
—— House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. 

Drayton R.D.C.—Construction of asbestos cement 
water mains, two r.c, service reservoirs, a pumping 


station and incidental works. A. H. S. Waters, 
—_— 25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. 
SEPTEMBER 11, 

Bebington B.C.—Road and sewer works on 
Bromborough (Nos. 2 and 3) estate. E. & S., 
Brackenwood, Higher Bebington. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wokingham R.D.C.—Construction of a sewage 


disposal works on the Shenfield Rise housing site. 


E., Council Offices, Shute End, Wokingham, Berk- 
shire. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 12. 

*Malvern U.D.C.—Site a ee work on 
Pickersleigh-ave. site. S. & W.E., Council House, 
Malvern. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

*Billinge-with-Winstanley U.D.C.—Roads = and 
sewers on Claremont housing site. W. Hill, C., 


Main-st., Billinge, near Wigan. Dep. £3 3s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Dagenham.—-ReinstaTEMENT.—Essex Ed. Com m. 
has approved sketch plans prepared in E.C.C.’ 
Architect’s Dept., County Hall, Chelmsford, for fe 


instatement in aluminium unit construction of 
practical block at ogg ony , Heathway Special 


School. Total est. cost, £16,4 
Dagenham.—ALTERATIONS. ie ord Motor Co., Ltd., 
propose alterations to existing building for can- 
teen, machine, electricians’ and instrument shops, 
etc., in Kent-ave. Plans prepared in firm’s Con- 
structional Engineers’ Dept, Dagenham. 
Dagenham.—Process BUILDING.—May & Baker, 
Itd., manufacturing chemists, Dagenham, propose 


erecting a process ‘building at Rainham-rd. South. 
Plans “by firm’s own building division. (Direct 
labour employed.) 
Hainault.—Factory.—Gainsborough Chocolate Co., 
Ltd., 86, Mount Pleasant-la., E.5, propose new 
chocolate factory. and boiler house on L.C.C. 
Hainault industrial estate. 
plans prepared in 


ilford.—Scuoo..—Sketch 
E.C.C.’s_ Architect’s Dept.. County Hall. Chelms- 


THE BUILDER 


school at Grove-rd., have 


ford, for a new sec. girls’ ; 
Total est. 


been approved by County Ed. Comm. 
cost, £200,825. 

Rainham,—D1ninG-Room AND KITCHEN BLOCK, ETC. 
—E.C.C. Ed. Comm. seek M.O.E. approval to spend 
£12,234 on completing superstructure of dining- 
room and kitchen block and first floor over ad- 
ministrative block at Rainham Sec. School. County 
Architect’s Dept., County Hall, Chelmsford. 


Tottenham  Court-rd. — Resvitpinc. — Holborn 
justices have approved application submitted by 
Mr. J. Malcolm Lickfold, 9, Woburn-sq., W.C.1, for 


Hotel, Tottenham 
cost, £80,000. 
CLASSROOMS, 


rebuilding of Bedford Corner 
Court-rd. and Bayley-st. Est. 


Walthamstow.—Crart Rooms, ETC.— 


E.C.C. Ed. Comm, has approved sketch plans pre- 
pared in County Architect’s Dept., County Hall, 
Chelmsford, for new craft rooms, classrooms and 
laboratory at William Morris Tech. School. Total 
est. cost, £22,527. 

Wembley.—GoveERNMENT BUILDING.—W. Bryant, 


senior architect in Chief Architect’s Div: . M.O.W., 
is responsible for scheme for offices fer Government 


Depts. on land between Olympic-way and rear of 
Wembley Film Studios. (See last issue, The 
Builder.) 
(PROVINCIAL) 

Ashington.—Plans for a new ambulance depot 
have been approved. mes nage: Ty £7,500. Archi- 
tect, W. W. Tasker, County Hall, Newcastle. 
Beaumaris. —Housing Association propose 30 
houses. 


Birkenhead.—B.C. approved plans for alterations 
at Royal Rock Hotel, Bedford-rd., for Yates Castle 
Brewery Co., Ltd.—Wash-house extension at Hoy- 
Jake-rd. for Premier Laundry Co.—Extensions at 
142-146, Grange-rd. for Woodsons Stores, Ltd.—64 
houses between Wood-la. and Girtrell-rd. for Fortus 
Constructions, Ltd.—Alterations at 18a, Hamilton- 
sq., for Liverpool Victoria Friendly Society. 

Birmingham.—T.C. seek loan of £14,618 for adap- 
tation of Field House, Clent, as residential nursery. 
—To acquire following sites for houses: Rubery-la. 
and Holly-hill (250 houses); Rubery-la., Cock Hill- 
la. and Narrow-la. (180); Narrow-la., Cock Hill-la. 
and Bristol-rd. South (140). 

Leach Green-la., Leach Heath-la. (30); Bristol-rd. 
South, Leach Green-la, (230); Leach Green-la. and 
Eachway-la. (350); site near Tessall-la. (40); site at 
Longridge-la. (80). City E., H. Manzoni. 

Blackpool.—Cameron Confectione ry Co., Ltd., 
propose new factory at corner of Mowbray -dr. and 
ee eee 

yth.—Northumberland C.C. to acquire a site at 
Beth for health centre. Plans by County A., W. W. 
Tasker, County Hall, Newcastle. 

Bolton.—E.C. to invite tenders for Stage 1 of 
County Sec. School at Great Lever at £140,000. 

Carliste.—T.C. seek M.O.H. approval for 44 flats 
at Chertsey estate at £40,700. Direct labour. 

Cheshire.—C.C. approved erection of health clinic 
at Brookfield, Cheadle. F. M. Parkes, County A. 

Chester.—E.C. proposes inclusion in 1951-52 pro- 
gramme of College of Further Education, Prim. 
Schoo] at Lache estate, and completion of exten- 
sions at City High School. 
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Chesterfield.— Derbyshire E.C. propane 8-storey ex. 
tension at Tech, College at £156,000. 

Chester-le-Street.—R.D.C. received inquiry from 
Birtley District Co-op. Society, Ltd., regarding pro. 
posed erection of new premises to i old 
Elizabethville branch premises.—R.D.C. A. (Mr. RP, 
Bowman) to prepare estimate for modernising pre. 
war council houses.—R.D.C. to acquire 13 acres at 
Bournmoor for housing and shopping development, 

Clun.—R.D.C. propose 16 houses at Lydham site, 

Crook and Willington.—U.D.C. to consider eree- 
tion of shops - housing estates. Architects, Page, 
Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. 

Cumberiand. ~C C. propose improvements 4g 
Frizenton School. Plans by County A., A. H, 
Haughan. 

Darlington.—T.C. received M.H. sanction to 
borrow £48,600 for 36 houses on Haughton South 
site; £62,477 for 32 flats and 24 houses at Haughton 
South.—Borough A. (E. A. Tornbohm) to submit 


scheme to T.C. for old people’s hostel at Firth 

Moor.—Bakery extension is proposed in Union- and 

Commercial-st., for Savoy Bakery, Ltd. 
Derbyshire.—E.0.’s_ priority list for 1951 pro. 


following schools :—Hope Valley 
Junior, Hardwick- -sq. Junior and 
High Peak Sec. Tech. County A., F. Hamer Cross. 
ley, Derby. 


Droitwich.—R.D.C. approved plans for alterations 
at Robin Hood Inn, Rashwood, for Mitchells & 
Butler, Ltd.—R.D.C. to invite tenders for 8 houses 


gramme includes 
Sec., Fairfield 


and 2 bungalows at Hanbury.—To prepare plang 
for layout of Wychbold estate. 

Durham.—County E.C. to build science labora. 
tories at Houghton Grammar School at £5,00, 


County A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Durham. Following private architects and quan- 
tity surveyors have been appointed by County E.0, 
in connection with its school building programme, 
—Martin & Fenton, quantity sarveyors, Fawcett. 
st., Sunderland, for Pennywell East County School; 
Grenfell Baines Group, Simpasture, Aycliffe, quan- 
tity surveyors, for Newton Aycliffe County School; 
J. G@. Cowe & Son, Central-chbrs., Chester-le- Street, 
architects, for New Penshaw County School; G. P. 
Stainsby. 67, High-st., Stockton-on-Tees, architect, 
for new Hartlepool West View County School. 

Following heating and electrical engineers have 
also been engaged: N. Vaux, consultant engineer, 
8, Bradford-st., Sunderland, for Pennywell East 
County School (heating installation); R. ;. 
Gregory & Partners, Pilgrim House, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, for same school (electrical installation); 
Oscar Faber & Partners, St. Albans, Herts, for 
Newton Aycliffe County School (heating installa- 
tion); and Grenfell Baines Group, Simpasture, for 
same school (electrical installation). 

urham.—C.C. to build blind persons’ hostel 
near Church-st., Durham, Plans by County A., 
Court-la., Durham. 

Durham.—Miners’ canteen to be built at Barcus- 
cl, colliery. Plans by architect’s staff, Miners’ Wel- 
fare Dept., Saville-row, Newcastle. 

Gateshead.—Chief A. (H. J. Cook) to prepare 
new layout for first stage of proposed civic centre 
in Shipcote area. 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—L. J. 
Partners, Carlio! House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
architects for garage in Garden-st. 

Hawarden.—R.D.C. propose 240 houses at Aston. 

Hexham.—Allen & Hill, Tankerville-ter., Jesmond, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, are quantity surveyors for pro- 
posed X-ray dept., chest clinic and dispensary at 
Hexham Hospital, Board’s Chief A., P. H. Knigh- 
ton, M.B.E A. 

Macclesfield.—T.C. propose erection of 40 houses 
at Ivy-rd. estate.—Propose adaptation of premises 
at Joddrell-st. as cleansing and waste paper depot. 

Maghull.—Alt Park Estates, L'd., propose erec- 
tion of kinema at Alt Park estate. 

Manchester.—City A., C. Howitt, to prepare 
pans for 6 aged persons’ homes on various sites. 

Manchester.—Reg. Hespital Board approved ex- 
penditure of £8,314 for conversion of ward El at 
Hope Hospital, Salford, into out patients’ dept. 
and receiving ward; £36,944 for four prefabricated 
researcn huts at Withington Hall site; £10,500 for 
new physiotherapy dept. at Preston LD. Hospital; 
£5,400 for new staff dining room at Accrington Vic- 
toria Hospital; £28,850 for twin operating theatres 
at Wigan Infirmary ; £18,750 for extension to patho- 
logical laboratory at Bolton Royal Infirmary. Archi- 
tect to Board, T. Duffy, Sunlight House, Quay-st., 
Manchester, 

Manchester.—United Football Club _ received 
£25,000 licence for partial rebuilding of covered 
accommodation. 

Market Drayton.—R.D.C. seek loan of £14,200 for 
conversion of buildings at Manor Farm Camp, 
Childs Ercall, as accommodation for 50 families. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Radiology dept. to be built 


Couves & 
are 


at Royal Victoria Infirmary. | Plans by Curtis 
—_ & Son & Tala 5, Pickering-pl., St. James’ 
, London, S.W.1 


ppt ecincedit Tyne. —Extensions to be made to 
Min. of Nat. Insurance hostel, Freeman’s-rd. Plans 
by Architect, M.O.W., Gosforta, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. — B.C. approved _ plans 
for:—Repair and maintenance depot at Moreton 
House Farm for Nat. Coal Board.—Garage and ex 
tension to sawmill at Pitgreen-la., Wolstanton; 
architect, T. J. Madew, 27, Marsh-parade, New- 
castle.—Pattern store at Longport for Jessop 
Ltd.; architects, Hollins, Jones & Oldacre, Lloyds 
Bank-chbis., Newcastle.—Clothing store at Enderley 
Mills for John Hammond & Co., Ltd.—Warehouse 
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for H. Latham; archi- 


at Lawson-terr., Porthill, 
Overhouse-chbrs., Burslem, 


tects, Ford & Slater, 
Stoke-on- Trent. - 
New premises at Penkhull-st. for Brassingtons, 
td.:—New offices at Holditch Colliery, Chester- 
ton, for Nat. Coal Board.—Garage and warehouse 
at Sparrow-terr., Porthill; architect, T. J. Madew, 
Newcastle. —Alterations at “King’s Head,” for 
Shrewsbury & Wem Brewery Co., Litd., per A. 
Glynn Sherwin. ‘ i ’ 
Northampton.—General Hospital War Memorial 
Com. proposy out-patients’ dept. between present 
norses’ home and Billing-rd., at £180,000. 
Northumberiand.—C.C. to build child 
centre at Haltwhistle. County A., W. W. 
County Hall, Newcastle. 

Ormskirk. --B.C. surveyor to prepare plans for 42 
houses at Scott- la. estate. 

$t, Helens.—Managers of Notre Dame Schoo] pro- 
se new school at Eccleston, at £180,000. 
Salford.—T.C. to purchase site at Holland-st., 


welfare 
Tasker, 


Pendleton, - public washhouse. 

galford.—T.C. propose 27 flats and four aged per- 
sons’ bungalows on site fronting Eccles Old-rd. 
and Devonshire-rd., Pendleton. 

$alop.—C.C. propose home _ aged people at 
Copthorne, Shrewsbury, at £27,2 : 
§carborough.—Baker and Cink: York-pl., Scar- 


are architects for proposed alterations at 
for H. Read.—Additions 
for Woodlands Dairy, 


borough, 
1-3, North Marine-rd., 
proposed in Commercial- st. 


Ltd—T. W. Whipp, Scarborough, has prepared re- 
vised plans for fruit warehouse and garage in 
Seamer-rd. for T. Smith & Son. 


Shefheld.—T.C. to lease site at Margetson-cres. io 
Brightside & Carbrook Co-op. Society, Ltd.; Site at 
Hoyle- st. to Middleton & Sons, Ltd., for dry clean- 
ing factory; site at High-st. and Mulberry-st. to 
John Wals sh, Ltd., for shop premises. 

E.C. appointed Thos. Barratt. Sons & Partners, 
London, as quantity surveyors for proposed Totley 
Hall Training College.—Propose new public baths 
at North Quadrant, Firth Park estate. 

South Shields.—Petersen Brothers, shipping 
butchers, East Holborn, South Shields, are planning 
extensions to premises in Commercial-st. and 
Holborn. 

South Shields.—Corporation propose civil defence 
H.Q. Plans by J. Reid, Boro’ K 

Stanley (Co, Durham).—U.D.C. to erect 50 houses 
near Co-op. dairy and bakery at Annfield Plain.— 
Alterations proposed to Dipton offices of Nat. Coal 
Board. 

Stockport. — Stockport and Buxton Hospital 
Management Com. propose twin operating theatres 
at Stepping Hill Hospital. 

Stretford.—B.C. approved plans’ for:—Joiners’ 
and machine shop at 652, Chester-rd. for ve a 
Briggs, Ltd.—16 houses at Park-rd. for B.C.— 
to prepare plans for 22 flats on site of soa 
Chester-rd. and Thomas-st.—Lancs 
B.C. have included Firswood R.C. Sec. Mod. School 
in 1951-52 programme. 

Sunderland.—Contract will be let shortly by T.C. 
for alterations to Burdon Hall for Corpn. Children’s 
Comm. Plans by Boro’ A., Grange House, Stockton- 
rd., Sunderland. 

Tyne Dock.—Tyne Improvement Commission to 
extend Sutherland quay at Tyne Dock by a r.c. 
addition. Engineers, Hodges, Bennett & Co., 59-60, 
Petty France. London, S.W.1. 

Wallsend.—Boro’ E. (G. N. Teasdale) to prepare 
plans for houses in Rutherford-st.—Cackett, Burns 
Dick and McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newe astle-on- 
Tyne, are architects for premises in Gas House-la. 
for Messrs. J. & E. Hall, Dartford Ironworks, Dart- 
ford, Kent. 

West Hartlepool.—E.C.’s building programme for 
1951 will include Rossmere County Prim. Schoo] (in- 
fants’ department), Brierton County Sec. School, 
and annexe for tech. college. E.C. intends proceed- 
ing with final instalment of Golden Flatts County 
Prim. Schoo! involving erection of dining hall and 
kitchen and infant and junior assembly “halls. 

West Ridine.—C.C. propose County Prim. School 
at Saddleworth. 

Wigan.—E.C. approved inclusion in priority pro- 
bramme of proposed R.C. school at Springfield. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

} Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments, 

Bangor._Four shops at Ooedmawr and 16 

garages at Brynilwyd. for T.C.: *Watk'n Jones & 

Son, Lid., Mount-st., Bangor, £10,746 and £2,424. 


Bolton.68 flats and houses at Hawthorne-rd., for 


ae VE: Rae, LRIB ne Director: 
t ) tray } gs 
Farnworth, £70.500. ; iieanaianieai 


Brentford and Chiswick.—Erecti s 
Thornton-av., Chiswick :— sipcigye alee Mila 


Analzamated Building Contractors, Ltd.. 


PF. Troy & Co., Ltd.. S.E1 ie 
Gande Bastable, N.W.10 . 21.190 
x Wyatt & Co.. Ltd. N.W3 20.908 
am Sinclair, Ltd.. W13 id 20.575 

. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., W.6 =a 20.304 
in Moss & Sons. Ltd. Soutiall ds 20.247 
Itools, Ltd., Brentford... 20.213 
Warbovs & Sons, Ltd. Wembiey 20 064 
Ellis T Amos, Ltd., E.C.3 20,015 
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H. Parfitt & Sons, Ltd., Wembley . £19,741 
J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., W.C.1 19,483 
Wm. Blood, Ltd., 8.E.11 ... = 19,450 
Francis Jackson’ Contractors, Ltd., _Teken- 

ham _.. ‘ ee ev pe 19,444 
Orchard & Peer, Ltd., S.W.12 ... ag 19,341 
Unera Construction Co., Ltd., W.14 ... 19.304 
W. W. Rowney & Co., Ltd., S.E.1 ... 19,206 
Perrys (Ealing), Ltd., W.5_... oa 19,069 
G. Ward (Ealing), Ltd., W.5 ... i ... 19,065 
Medway Contractors, Ltd., West Croydon ... 18,959 
James Shackell & Co., Ltd., N.W.3 ... see, DETER 
R. E. Spooner, Ltd., Ashford ... oe 18,754 
T. Ringham & Co., oy , S.W.19 18.395 
genet oe Bros., 8.W.19 .. ne 18.329 

Jenkins, Ltd., S.W.1 : ... 18,296 
Co Partner Building Operatives.  Ltd., Sun- 

bury-on-Thames _... ... 18,200 
D.S.M. (Contractors), Ltd., Bes... 18,080 
Roger Miller & Co., Ltd., Hounslow 17,971 
Eland & Pierce Developments, Ltd., Ke nton 17,837 
tMcManus & Co., Ltd., N.20 17,697 


Brownhills.—Erection of 64 houses on Bridge- rd. 


(Shelfield) and Ogley-rd. (Brownhills) sites, for 
U.D.C, Jennings, Homer & Lynch, architects, 3 
and 5, Church-st., Brierley Hill, Staffs :-— 
J. Edward Molyneux, Walsall : £104,178 
B. Whitehouse & Sons, Lid., Bir ‘mingham 16 100,300 
W. Kendrick & Sons, Ltd. alsa’ 96.143 
Wm. Rollinson, Rushall, nr. Walsall 92,264 
T. Dorsett, Pelsall, Staffs P oY. wile 90,529 
*Geo. Wright & Co. (Contractors, Wolver- 
hampton), Ltd., Wolverhampton ... 86,770 
eee —New police headquarters, ‘for C.C. 
G. & J. P. Gregory, Caernarvon, £38.062, 
Chesterfield. 20 bungalows for R.D.C. J. B. 
Wikeley, M.Eng., A.M.Inst.C.©., E. & S. Six on 
the Brimington housing estate: *Mr. R. Speed, 
* Marona,’ Chesterfield-rd., Staveley, £4,470. 
Eight on the Pilsley hous:ng estate: *Wm. Plow- 
man & Co., Ltd., High-st., Huthwaite. Notts, £7,56 
Six on the Killmarsh housing estate: *Mr. F. 
Brookes, 66b, Norton Lees-la., Sheffield 8, £5,679. 


(All subject to M.O.H. approval.) 
Coventry.—60 flats and 13 garages 
stead Highway housing estate, for 

Labour, £67,790. 
Crook and Willington. 


at ing" 
T.C.; irect 


-Erection of 50 houses at 


Low Mown Meadows, for U.D.C. Architects, Page, 
Son & Hill. 75, King-st., South Shields: *R. 6. 
phn fs Ltd., 28, West Sunniside, Sunderland, 
£70,4 

Derby.—110 houses at Mackworth estate, for 
T.C *H. Warner, Ltd., Station-rd. Works, 
a Derby, £131.149. 

Dudley.—Erection of Dudley Wood Clinic, for 
B.C. *Oakley & Collins (Builders), Ltd., Gros- 
venor-rd., Lower Gornal, nr. Dudley, £12,119. 

Durham.— Erection of staff canteen at the Shire 


Hall, for C.C.: *H. E. Pitt, Ltd., 
field, Sunderland, £4.500. 

Glasgow.—Erection of new chure h hal's at Kemps- 
thorn-rd. and Leitchland-av.: *Henry Boot & Son 
(Scotland), Ltd., Garrewhill, Baillieston, Lanark- 
shire. 

Leicester—New textile block at Loughborough 
College, for C.C.: *F. Hammond & Sons (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Nottingham-rd., Loughberough. 


Leopold-st., Mill- 
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"London (Admiralty).—Particulars 
placed by ~ Civil 
Samira’ ty :— 
Fareham area: Painti ng of fencing, 
Co. (Portsmouth), Ltd., 205+ 07, Arundel-st., Ports- 
mouth. Lee-on- Solent ‘R.N.A.S.: Tarspraying and 
repairs to runways, Allweather Mechz inical Grouting 
Co., Ltd., 47, Victoria-st., London, S.W.1. 
q London (Air Ministry). —List of new contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week ended August 5:— 
Internal electric installation: H. Bibby & Co., 
Warrington, Lancs. Building work: McManus & 
Co., Ltd., Whetstone, London; H. J. Saunders & 
Son., Ltd., Gt. Missenden, Bucks; J. M. Jones & 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., Maidenbead, Berks; Sir A. 
McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Wolverhampton, Staffs; G. 
Moss & Sons, Ltd., Lei igh, Lancs; Sadier & Sons, 
Ipswich ; J. Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Glasgow ; Myton, 
utd., Hull Hussey, Egan & Pickmore, ‘Ltd. 
Birm: ngham : W. Liewellyn & Sons, Ltd., London, 
1.C.4. “Railway track construction: J. Laing & Son, 


of contracts 
Engineer-:n-Chiet’s Dept., 


John Lay & 





Ltd., London N.W.7. Painting work: Industrial & 
Decorative Arts Co., Ltd., Mansfield Notts; A. 
Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., Shipley, Yorks; Allen 
McDermott, Bradford; James Ferguson & Co. 
(Decorators), Ltd., Salford, Lanes. General main- 
tenance work: McGrath (Coalis:and), Ltd., Coal- 
island, Killen, Co. Tyrone; W. Lawrence & Son, 


Ltd., Swaffham, Norfolk ; 
Durrington, Sa’isbury. 
q Lendon (War Dept).—Works contracts placed by 


James & Crockerell, Lid., 


War Dept. during week ended August 5:— 
Yorkshire: Building work, Ainsty ago: 
Estates, Ltd., York. Notts: Refractory work, Mark 
L. Sykes, Ltd., Leeds. Notts: Painting work, Geo. 
Jones & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., Liverpool. 
Lincolnshire: Miscellaneous work, Juhn Ho.mes 
(Builders), Ltd., Doncaster. Roxburghshire: M:s- 
cellaneous work, John Crow & Sons, Edinburgh. 
Warwickshire and Staffx: Miscellaneous work, A. 


Pearcey & Sons (Building Contractors), Ltd., 
Birmingham. Breconshire: Building work, T. F. 
Howe ls, Ltd., Caerphilly, Glam. Hants: Building 
work, Selick Nicholls & Co., Ltd., St. Austell, 
Cornwall, Susxez: Miscellaneous work, T. Wallis 
& Son (Builders), Ltd., Bexhill-on-Sea Exxez: 
Painting work, S. Lupton & Sons, London, S.W.1. 
Kent: Painting work, A. Bagwal! & Sons, Lid., 
London, W.12. Cornwall: Miscellaneous work, 
W. T. Squire (North Devon), Ltd., Barnstaple. 
Berks: Miscelianeous work, G. Linnecor & Son, 
Ltd., Birmingham. Hants: Miscellaneous work, 
Hampshire Contractors, Ltd., W-nchester. Dorset: 
Miscellaneous work, F. Box & Sons (Bournemouth), 


Ltd., Bournemouth. Berks: Reinforced concrete 
work, Concrete Structures, Ltd., London, S.W.1. 
Hants: Buitding work, Chapman ‘Lowry & Puttick, 
Ltd., Haslemere, Surrey Vilts: Painting work, 
Fields, Ltd., Reading. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions to factory of 
Lees Bakeries, Ltd., Coast-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, pS 
Ellison-pl., Newcastle: *W. W. Kelsey, Hanover- 


Newcastle. 
Newcastle-on- Tyne.—12 bungalows on the Blackett 
Ord estate: *Rochester & Kirk, Lanercost-dr., New- 


castle. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Cubic'es in ward block 
Diseases 


sq., 


‘B” at thea Walkergate Infectious 
Hospital, for Newcastle Regional Hospital Board, 
* Dunira,’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle. P. H. Knigh- 
ton, M.B.E., A.R.LB.. A. Board’s Chief A.: t+Thomas 
Clements & Sons, Jesmond, Newcastle-on- Tyne. 
Approximate cost, £10,000 
Northants, —Junior ‘school 
and junior and infants’ 

. A. N. Harris, 
Hall, 


at Wellingborongh 
school at Kettering, for 
F.R.I.B.A., County A., County 
Northampton. Wellingborough, Croyland-rd. 
junor_schoo:: *R. C. Tann, Ltd... Irthlingberongh- 
rd., Finedon, Well:ngborough, Northants, £60.536. 
Keitering, The Head‘ands junior and _ infants’ 
school: *F. Hickman & Co., Ltd., Caxton-st., 
Market Harborongh, Leies, £60.550. 

Northumberland.—12 police houses at Hexham, 
for C.C.: *George Bainbridge, Westgate-rd., New: 
castle. 

Paisley.—Extensions to the St. James Catholic 
school. George A. Boswell & Partners, F.R.I.B.A., 
architects, West George-st.. Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. Excavation, brick and” building 
works, etc.: *Hunter & Young, Ltd., Barrhead. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied, etc., works: *William 
Gibson & Co., Ltd.. Paistey. Steel window case- 
ments: *The Crittall Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 
Glasgow. Glazing. works, etc.: *MacDonald & 
Hughes, Ltd.. Glasgow. Plumber work and sani- 
tary engineering, etc.: *George Martin & Sons, 
Ltd., Paisley. Roof bitumen works. etc.: *William 
Brigg & Sons, Ltd.. Dundee and Glasgow. Pre- 
casf floors and allied works, ete.: *Siegwart, Lid., 
Glasgow. Painting and decorating works, etc.: 


*Cowie & Stewart. Ltd.. Paisley, Tile and ter- 
razzo_ and a'lied works. ete.: *Toffolo, Jackson & 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Electrical fittings and instal- 
lation works. ete.: *James Smith & .Sons. Ltd., 
ppg 5 Heating work and complete installation, 
ete. : shwell & Nesbit, Ltd., oe Plaster, 
SThiee and allied works, ete. *Hugh Allan & 
Sons, Paisley. 


Renfrewshire.—Erection of new buildings, ete., 
on a site at Routhswesel estate, in the Crookston 
Sa6h Rae og A doa architect, 243, Eglinton- 
st., Eglinton Poll. Glasgow, 8.3: *Bruce (Builde 
Itd., Tollcross, Lanarkshire. : ve). 

Sheffeld.—Works for T.C. Extensions to Pits 
moor branch clinic: ,*Edward Oxley & Son. Ltd. 
Erection of gymnasium and assembly hal] at Hurl. 








236 

field grammar school: ‘*Melling Bros., Ltd., 
£7,561. Additional classroom and lavatory accom- 
modation at Nether Edge grammar school: 
*Hadden Builders, Ltd., £4,984. Erection of 
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Acres “4 _county school: *Ackroyd & Abbott, 
Ltd., £59,38 

Southampton. —Erection of junior school at 
Wimpson. Architects, Lyons & Israel, AA.R.1.B.A., 
26, Seymour-st., Marble Arch, London, W.1. 
Quantities by Ve: ale & paneer. FF.R.LC.S., 19, 
Hanovei-sq., London, W.1 
The Cranwell Construction ha: Lid., 

.W.l ‘ : ne ..» £118,903 
Tersons, Ltd., E C. 1 oa os 27,204 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Lid., Sidcup ... 116,708 
The Amalgamaied Building Contractors, 

Lt i W andsworth-rd., London, S.W.8 ... 110,921 
A. Jukes & Son, Ltd., Southampton ... 110,431 
W Rs “p, Nicholls (Southern), Ltd., South- 

al npton = * ioe aed ..- 110,296 
Trollope & Qolls, Ltd., W.C.2 ... 109,650 
Rice & Son, Ltd., Southampton... ... 109,000 
J. J. Udalls Building Co., Ltd., ae: 

ton... se «i 108,965 
R. H. Lynn & Co., Ltd., E.C.2 : 107,074 
Southamp: on.—T wo Quanset huts, " office blocks, 

ete., Bevois Town Schools, for C.B. Architect, L. 
Berg rer, A.R.I.B.A., Boro’ A.: 

A. E. Jukes & Son, Ltd., Southampton ~ ho 
J. Bates & Son, Southampton sa «. 5,495 
R. W. Dowman, Sholing, Southampton 5.297 
*Mullen & Lumsden, Ltd., Southampton ..._ 5,296 

Stretford.—Erection of combined ambulance 
station and mortuary: fC. H. Godfrey & Son, 
Ltd., Manchester, £15,125. 36 flats at Railway-rd. 
site: *D. Franklyn, Station-rd., Urmston, £37,807. 
Sunderland.—Additions to the Copperas Bank 
Forge, Pallion, for T. S. Forster & Sons, Ltd., 
forgemasters and engineers. New forge shop: 
“Wright, Anderson & Co., Ltd., Gateshead. 
Washing facilities, joiners’ shop, canteen, etc.: 
*D. & Ranken, Ltd., Stockton-rd., Sunderland 
(cost, gaan 


Wantage.—20 houses for R.D.C. Four at Chaddle- 
worth: *L. C. Mizen, Ltd., Great Shefford, £6,217. 
Four at East Challow: *H. J. Knapp & Sons, Ltd., 
Stanford-in-the-Vale, £5,057. Four at Grove: 
*H. J. Knapp & Sons, Ltd., -< wa in-the-Vale, 
15,490. Two at Denchworth: . J. Knapp & 
Sons, Ltd., Stanford- in-the-Vale, Ba 304. Four at 
West Hendred: *Mr. S. - Hardy, Didcot, £6,784. 
Two at Upton: *Mr. ws Savage, Blewbury, 
£2.825. (All subject to i H. — ) 

Ware.—1l pairs of houses, Catshill estate, 
U.D.C. W. J. Davis, E. & S., The Priory :— 
ynes & Lynch, Edmonton, Nie 
G. Mott & Son, Watton-at- Stone, Hertford.. 
Hubert C. Leach, Ltd., Waltham Cross ... 
Lee agua Ltd., Stanstead Abbotts, 

nr. ate 
*G. Davies & Sons (Broxbourne), ‘Ltd. Brox- 

bourne ae 
(Subject to M.H. 
Wembley.—Office block at 


for 


approval.) 
the premises of the 


Abbey Plating Works, Ltd., Wycombe-rd., Beres- 
ford-av.: tG. Morritt (Builders), Lfd., .192, 
Lyon Park-av., Wembley. Cost, approximately 
£5.000. 


West Hartlepool.—Addition to the heat engine 
laboratory at the Technica] College. for E.C.: 
*C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers-st.. West Hartlepool. 

Weymouth and Melcombe Regis.— Eight houses, 
Littlemoor-rd. estate, for T.C. B.E. & aaa * 
Pulteney-bldgs.: ‘*James Bros., Commercia)-rd., 
Weymouth, £10,437. 
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City of Birmingham Handbook. 


A comprehensive picture of a great city 
is a fair summing up of a 288-page volume, 
“The City of Birmingham Handbook,” 
which has been produced by the information 
department of the Birmingham Corporation, 
Edited by Mr. F. W. Bradnock, M.B.E., the 
City’s public relations officer, the handbook, 
which contains over 90 illustrations, deals jn 
separate chapters with every phase of muni- 
cipal management. In a chapter on the city 
estates, typical new housing schemes are 
discussed and illustrated. With reference to 
architectural work, it is stated that schemes 
have been prepared by the City Engineer and 
Surveyor for the arcading and rebuilding of 
the principal streets in the city centre, and 
for some of the more important buildings on 
the proposed Inner Ring-road. Special con- 
sideration has been given to schemes for 
homes for aged people, for civic restaurants 
and buildings for the var ous branches of the 
health services before their transfer to the 
regional hospital boards. The handbook 
states that, taking into account redevelop- 
ment areas, slum clearance schemes and the 
replacement of houses destroyed or severely 
damaged by enemy action, it is estimated 
that 100,000 new dwellings are needed in 
Birmingham. 
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